
by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

Steve Ritter was
elected President
of the Seven Lakes
Landowners Asso-
ciation [SLLA] in

an organizational Board meet-
ing held after the Associa-
tion’s March 24 Annual Meet-
ing.

“With me, you are looking
at at a team player,” Ritter,
a resident of Seven Lakes
South, told his fellow Direc-
tors. Saying he felt the pre-
vious Board had done “phe-
nomenal work,” he added

that he had “no hidden agen-
das, no place that I personally
want to take this communi-
ty.”

“We are all here because
we have a commitment to
the community,” Ritter said.
“We are more effective when
we come together as a team
to work on problems.”

Ritter and Director Chuck
Leach were elected to the
SLLA Board last year. The
Annual Meeting elections
added three more Board
members, incumbent Director
Bob Racine, former Director

by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

Jack Stevens
was e lected
President of
the  Seven
Lakes  Wes t
Landowners

Association [SLWLA] during
the regular Tuesday, March
26 meeting of the Board of
Directors.

Bruce Keyser will serve as
Vice President, with new-
comers to the Board, Dale

Erickson and Brian Ben-
jamin, taking on the roles
of Treasurer and Secretary.

Board members made
those nominations in an
organizational meeting early
Tuesday evening, and then
approved the appointments
in a secret ballot vote during
the regular meeting.

Committee assignments
for returning members will
remain essential ly un-
changed, resulting in the fol-

Stevens elected
Westside President

Ritter tapped as
SLLA President
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What had been
a decade  o f
steady growth
for Foxfire Vil-
lage slowed in
2008 with the

downturn in the economy.
But the pause in growth
bought the Village more time
to address its limited water
resources and research alter-
natives. 

Those alternatives were the
focus of a Special Meeting
of the Village Council on
Thursday, March 21.

In February, the Long
Range Planning Committee
recommended to the Council

that the Village merge its
water system with the much
larger Moore County system.
Moore County would absorb
the Village’s Water Depart-
ment debt of $400,000 and
take over the water tower
and the current water delivery
system. The County would
also lay the water lines need-
ed to connect the two sys-
tems. 

In order to pay for those
water mains, Village residents
would continue to pay their
current water rates, which
are higher than the rates
paid by other Moore County
customers, for the next twen-
ty years.

Water long a 
concern for Village

In 2005, Foxfire hired
Hydrostructures, PA of Pitts-
boro to conduct a study of
the Village’s water system.
Hydrostructures submitted
the Water Source Alternatives
Study in 2006 and updated
it in 2008. The report bal-
anced prospective growth
with the quality and quantity
of the Village’s existing water
system and made immediate
and long-range recommen-
dations.

The immediate recommen-
dations were to address the
high radium levels in one
well, to put in place ordi-

Sale of Foxfire water system
to County ‘not a done deal’

Tired of flat water?

If your canoe or kayak is getting a little bored just tooling around the lake, Bear Creek and
the Deep River in Robbins can put a little spice in your paddle. [See story on page 8.]

(See “Ritter,” p. 25)

(See “Stevens,” p. 26)

(See “Foxfire Water,” p. 28)
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by Cheryl Darwell, Secretary
Seven Lakes Business Guild

Do you have a storefront
or home based business in
Seven Lakes? Are you a
craftsperson, organization or
vendor servicing the Seven
Lakes area? Do you have a
food truck? Do you make
crafts? Are you an artist?

Then you can’t afford to miss
the Seven Lakes Business
Guilds first Annual Seven
Lakes Street Fair and May
Fest, on Saturday, May 18,
from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.

The Guild is inviting all
local businesses and organ-
izations to register now for
a booth to showcase your
services in what will be the
biggest event for the Spring.
The is Guild is partnering
with members to combine

events such as an artisan
alley, games, live music and
a children’s corner. Spaces
at Street Fair and May Fest
is only $35 for non-Guild
businesses, and is it Free to
all members of the Business
Guild.

Don’t wait to reserve your
space! Contact Cheryl Darwell
at CDarwell@CruisePlan-
ners.com or 673-SAIL

Join the Business Guild at
the next meeting on Wednes-

day, April 17 at Seven Lakes
Country Club, from 5:30-
6:00 pm for social network-
ing – bring your business
cards, and the general meet-

ing follows from 6:00-6:30
pm with more details on this
exciting May event.

Guest speakers will be fea-
tured after the meeting.

“I Love Referrals”
Do you know someone who

is thinking about buying 
or selling a home?

Please mention my name:
Ann Benton

Ann Benton
ABR, GRI, RRS

BROKER

Cell 910-295-7732
Office 910-235-8700

West End Presbyterian Church (PCUSA)
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Church Yard Sale
Saturday, April 6
8 am - 1 pm, Crawford Center
Worship – 11 a.m. • Sunday School 10 a.m.
Larry Lyon, Pastor; Chip Pope, Associate Pastor

West End Presbyterian Church is located on Knox Lane
in West End, one block west of Highway 211673-4341

NEW AND PRE-OWNED
CAR & TRUCK SPECIALIST

WWW.PHILLIPSFORD.COM

PHILLIPS FORD
5292 Hwy. 15/501 Carthage, NC 28327

910-947-2244
Email: phillipsmc4@embarqmail.com

Your 7 Lakes 
Neighbor

DAN KIDD
Master Certified, Legends Award Winner
Ford Customer Satisfaction Award Winner

NOW OPEN!  PAMPER YOURSELF!

Stacey Connell King, Owner/Stylist
Dallas Cesaro, Nail Tech

910-673-0220910-673-0220

CONTRIBUTORS

AND ADVERTISERS
   
Articles or advertisements
submitted to The Times should
include the name and tele-
phone number of the author.
Articles may be e-mailed to
mail@sevenlakestimes.net,
dropped off at the Seven
Lakes Times of6ces at 1107
Seven Lakes Drive, mailed
to P.O. Box 468, West End,
NC 27376, or faxed to 888-
806-2572. 
   Our voice telephone num-
ber is 910-673-0111.

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE

Deadline          Issue

Fri, Apr 12        Fri, Apr 19
Fri, Apr 26        Fri, May 3
Fri, May 10       Fri, May 17
Thu, May 23*   Fri, May 31
Fri, Jun 7          Fri, Jun 14
Fri, Jun 21        Fri, Jun 28
Fri, Jul 5           Fri, Jul 12
Fri, Jul 19         Fri, Jul 26
Fri, Aug 2         Fri, Aug 9
Fri, Aug 16       Fri, Aug 23
Fri, Aug 30       Fri, Sep 6
Fri, Sep 13       Fri, Sep 20
Fri, Sep 27       Fri, Oct 4
Fri, Oct 11        Fri, Oct 18
Fri, Oct 25        Fri, Nov 1
Fri, Nov 8         Fri, Nov 15
Thu, Nov 21*   Fri, Nov 29
Fri, Dec 6         Fri, Dec 13
Thu, Dec 19*    Fri, Dec 27

*Early publication or deadline
due to holiday.

The Chapel in the Pines
will offer a three week class
in “Basic Skills for the Fam-
ily Caregiver” on Mondays,
April 8, 15 and 22 at 3:30
pm each day. 

Lynne Drinkwater, com-
munity educator for St.
Joseph of the Pines will be
the presenter; along with
Deanna Heck, St. Joseph
of the Pines, home-care
coordinator and registered
nurse.

They will provide basic
skills and tips on daily care-

giving along with teaching
the techniques in proper
transferring  of a patient.

If you are caring for a
loved one or just want to
learn about caregiving, come
to this event to learn new
caregiving skills, how to
reduce your stress and to
learn how to better care for
your loved one and your
self.

There is no cost to attend.
To register, contact Fran
Stark, 673-5493.

Caregiver skills class

Seven Lakes Emergency
Medical Services, Inc. will
hold their annual Chicken
Dinner Fundraiser on Fri-
day, April 5.  The meal will
be served from 11:30 am
to 2 pm and 4:30 pm to 7
pm.

The dinner will consist of
a choice of chicken breast
or drumstick & thigh and
include coleslaw, baked
beans, roll, desert, and bev-
erage. You can dine at the
EMS building while visiting
with your friends and neigh-

bors or purchase take-out
dinners. The price is only
$8 per dinner. 

There will be a 50/50 raf-
fle this year.

Seven Lakes Emergency
Medical Services, Inc. is a
volunteer organization of
emergency medical techni-
cians that serves Seven
Lakes and the surrounding
area twenty four hours a
day, seven days a week.
Come and support this
worthwhile cause and meet
your neighbors.

EMS Chicken Dinner

Business Guild plans Street Fair & May Fest

GET THE NEWS
AS IT HAPPENS!

Sign up for email updates
at sevenlakestimes.net
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by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

S a n d h i l l s
Communi ty
College [SCC]
is seeking a
4.85 percent
inc r ease  in

operational funding from
Moore County for Fiscal Year
2014, plus an additional
$500,000 for capital projects.
That’s an overall jump of
$700,000.

SCC will celebrate it’s fifti-
eth anniversary in December,
George, Little, Chairman of
the Board of Trustees, told
the Commissioners during
their Tuesday, April 2 regular
meeting. SCC President John
Dempsey said the consistent
support that the college had
received from the communi-
ties it serves — and from the
commissioners of Moore and
Hoke Counties — had made
it “perhaps the best in the
state, and one of the best in
the nation.”

Noting that the college has
a physical plant worth rough-
ly $100 million, Dempsey
said SCC’s fund for capital
maintenance was nearly
exhausted and asked the
Commissioners to replenish
it with a $500,000 infusion
of cash.

Commissioner Larry Cad-
dell, who served on the SCC
Board of Trustees for eight
years, explained that the col-
lege had been able to com-
plete bond-funded construc-
tion projects under budget,
and had used the savings to
fund capital maintenance.
But the capital improvement
fund has now shrunk to
about $400,000, Dempsey
said.

Commissioners Chairman
Nick Picerno said the Coun-
ty’s budget process is well
underway behind the scenes,
and will get its first public
public discussion at the Com-
missioners Critical Issues
Summit, a day-long meeting
scheduled for April 18.

Agencies seek increases
For the ninth year in a row,

Sandhills Center for Mental
Health is seeking no increase
in the $274,706 it receives
from the County, CEO Vic-

toria Whitt told the Commis-
sioners.

However, Moore County
funds several local agencies
through through Sandhills
Center, and two of those are
seeking an increase.

Monarch, formerly known
as Pinetree Enterprises, has
opened a Creative Arts and
Community Center in South-
ern Pines, and seeks to
increase its $71,123 alloca-
tion from the County by
$50,000 — $25,000 for a
creative arts teacher and
$25,000 for adaptive equip-
ment in a technology room.

Sandhills Children’s Center,
which assists young children
with special developmental
needs, is seeking a $9,000
increase, to $112,859.

Pinehurst lease tabled
The Commissioners tabled

a proposed lease renewal
with the Village of Pinehurst
for a one acre lot on Rat-
tlesnake Trail that Moore

County Public Utilities has
used for equipment storage
and as a staging area since
2003.

The Village had previously
leased the lot to the County
for $1 per year, but, for the
renewal, asked the County
to agree to install up to 15
irrigation meters and taps
for $600 each. Public Utilities
D i r ec to r  Randy  Gou ld
explained that the Village is
interested in expanding its
irrigation options, because
the Village is hosting the
Men’s and Women’s US
Opens in 2104.

Gould said the $600 fee
would cover only the cost of
materials; the county nor-
mally changes more than
$1,900 for an irrigation tap.

The Commissioners were
none too keen on the Village’s
proposal. Rather than leasing
the property, “we ought to
be able to buy it for 15 taps,”
Commissioner Caddell said,
moving to table the proposal

until he, Commissioner
Jimmy Melton, and County
Manager Wayne Vest could
meet with Village officials to
attempt to negotiate a deal
more favorable to the Coun-
ty.

Resolutions aimed 
at Raleigh

At the suggestion of Chair-
man Picerno, the Board
approved two resolutions
aimed squarely at state gov-
ernment, one aimed at mak-
ing sure counties receive their
fair share of funds raised by
the education lottery and the

other recommending manda-
tory drug testing for citizens
on public assistance.

Citing data compiled by
the NC Association of County
Commissioners, the lottery
resolution stated that the
General Assembly has failed
to follow the statute that cre-
ated the lottery, which
requires that forty percent
of lottery proceeds be set
aside for the Public School
Building Capital Fund, which
counties can draw on for
school construction and ren-
ovation projects. Governor

Commissioners hear budget requests

The Best Restaurant 
Value in Seven Lakes

Where Seven Lakes Goes for Fresh
Burgers, BBQ & Seafood!

4243 SEVEN LAKES PLAZA   (910) 673-1519  
Open Mon – Sat 11:00-8:00 • Sunday 11:00-2:00

(A Phoenix Fashions company)

Couples’ Special
Mon, Wed, and Fri 4:30 - 8:00

KIDS EAT FREE
every Tues, Thurs, and Sat 

4:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
with qualifying adult purchase

Any two dinners, dessert,
beverage (Tax included)

(Large orders excluded)

$2000
Annual Chicken Dinner

Seven Lakes Emergency Medical Services

Friday, April 5, 2013
11:30 – 2:00 Lunch  4:30 – 7:00 Dinner

$8.00 per plate donation

CCutler utler TTrreeee
fine pruning of trees & ornamentals

tree and stump removal
plant site consulting & tree loss evaluation

692-7769
Geoff Cutler
Certified Arborist Fully Insured

Edward T Hill
Financial Advisor

910-691-2616
edward.hill@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

(See “Commissioners,” p. 12)
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by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

Members of the
Seven Lakes Land-
owners Association
approved a $100
across-the-board

dues increase by a margin
of 215 to 172 in balloting
concluded at the Association’s
Sunday, March 24 Annual
Meeting.

New annual dues will be
$1,000 for homeowners, $670
for owners of an undeveloped
lot, and $497 for each addi-
tional undeveloped lot. Treas-
urer Conrad Meyer noted
that the additional revenue
generated by the higher dues
levels will be directed to
reserves, rather than to any
increase in operational expen-
ditures.

Four open seats on the
Board ultimately attracted
only three candidates. Incum-
bent Bob Racine attracted
295 votes; newcomer Richard
Faraci garnered 284; and
former Director Steve Hudson
collected 236 votes.

Laura Douglass is
SLLA Citizen of the Year

Northsider Laura Douglass,
a stalwart of the SLLA Recre-
ation Committee and a former
Board Member, was named
Citizen of the Year by the
Association.

Presenting the award, Pat
Weber said Douglass has
devoted her time and energy
to developing  resources and
activities for the younger
members of the Association.
She pointed to Douglass’
work to secure new play-
ground equipment for North-
side Park and her role in
establishing summer camp
programs. Weber noted that
Douglass has been active in
Girl Scouts and Cub Scouts,
had served as President of
the Women of Seven Lakes,
and had shared her life with
the community by writing a
column for The Seven Lakes
Times.

Accepting the award, Dou-
glass said she had fallen in
love with Seven Lakes the
very first time she visited the
community. “I saw all the
kids’ bikes parked up by the
pool and knew this was where

I wanted to live,” she said.

Public Comment
Early in the meeting, Dou-

glass was first at the mic
during the Public Comment
period. “As you choose the
committees you will work
with,” she told the Directors,
“I would remind you that
they are there not to be a
rubber stamp, but to offer
input, make recommenda-
tions, and shoulder a lot of
the work that has to be done.”

Over the past year, mem-
bers of the Board have occa-
sionally found themselves in
conflict with various com-
mittees — including the
Recreation Committee on
which Douglass serves —
over proposed policy changes,
for example, concerning the
stables, guest fees, etc. Dou-
glass’ aim appeared to be to
remind the Board that the
Association’s committees offer
an important grassroots
resource for developing policy,
as well as actually imple-
menting it.

Gr eg  Goss l e in ,  who
described himself as a long-
time West End area resident
who moved into Seven Lakes
in February, expressed con-
cern that the Board could
change guest fees for the
pool and stables without a
vote of the membership. Not-
ing that each landowner is
a part owner of the pool, he
said asking a guest to pay a
$3 fee to use it is “like inviting
them over for dinner and
handing them a bill at the
end of the night.” He asked
that the new higher guest
fees be repealed.

“Let us congratulate the

board in bringing to the mem-
bers the facts and a program
which they planned concern-
ing the challenges ahead,”
Hal Blake said. “They need
our support — both the pres-
ent and the incoming board.
Let us give them that sup-
port.”

Directors review the year
As votes were counted by

members of the Judicial Com-
mittee in a downstairs meet-
ing room, Association mem-
bers  ga the r ed  in  the
Joralemon Fellowship Hall
of Seven Lakes Chapel in the
Pines and heard reports from
each of the Directors.

Finance
Treasurer Meyer explained

tha t  the  dues  h ike ,  i f
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673-6789

143 Sunset Way, Seven Lakes North

RIGHT SIZED AND GREEN!

    

   

                                

       
    

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

   

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

    

                                

  

    

                                

     
  

    

                                

  
  

    

                                

Post Office Box 648, West End, NC 27376
www.billreavesconstruction.com • suprbldr@embarqmail.com • 910/673/0004

We are bringing
CERTIFIED
GREEN BUILDING
to Seven Lakes!
Call today to see this
Eco Friendly & Energy
Efficient home
currently under
Construction

Come see
and learn 
why you 
want to
own a 
CERTIFIED
GREEN
HOME
and all the 
benefits it
brings!

��������
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SAVE MONEY EVERY DAY With a

HEATING & COOLING USAGE GUARANTEE*
IN THIS NEW to be CERTIFIED GREEN HOME!

*Guarantee thru the new Progress Energy HERO program– call us for details!
Open House April 6 & 7 Saturday & Sunday 1-4 or Call for an Appointment!

Come learn what GREEN is really all about!
Be sure to visit us at the Home & Garden Show April 13th (9-6) & 14th (11-6)

at Pine Needles Resort, Southern Pines

Laura Douglass was named SLLA Citizen of the Year at the
Association’s Annual Meeting on Sunday, March 24.

SLLA members approve $100 dues increase

(See “SLLA,” p. 13)
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by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

No one even
mentioned a
tax increase.

But that was
just about the
only option not

on the table when the Foxfire
Village Council met on Thurs-
day, March 28 in their first
Work Session on the Fiscal
Year 2014 budget.

Council members had sub-
mitted proposed expenditures
for their respective depart-
ments, the finance team had
looked at the prospects for
an increase in sales tax and
other state shared revenues,
and the bottom line was not
pretty.

“As we stand right now, we
are $30,000 in the red,”
Councilwoman Leslie Frusco
said, “and we are not going
to do that this year. We have
debt service issues, and we
need not to be taking money
out of fund balance. In fact,
we need to be putting money
into fund balance.”

The “fund balance” is the
Village’s savings account —
which grows when income
exceeds expenses, and is
sometimes tapped when
expenses exceed income. 

With this year’s General
Fund budget just under
$950,000 and the Water
Fund at $370,000, Foxfire
began the year with a little
under $1.1 million in fund
balance in the General Fund
and nearly $1.4 million in
the Water Fund.

Among the challenges the
Village faces for FY 2014,
Frusco said, is an estimated
nineteen percent increase in
the cost of employee health
insurance — $1,524 for each
employee. 

That led to considerable
Work Session conversation
about the structure of the
compensation plan for Village
employees, which includes
salary, individual health
insurance, contribution to a
state run pension plan, and
a contribution to the employ-
ee’s 401K retirement savings
plan equal to five percent of
salary. Added to that are
standard payroll taxes.

No FY 2014 salary increas-

es had been projected.
Homing in on the 401K

contribution, Frusco noted
that many employees make
no additional contribution
or their own money to their
401K accounts, and won-
dered whether they might
prefer to collect that five per-
cent in salary, instead. The
Village’s 401K contribution
totals $8,500.

She encouraged members
of Council to discuss the
matter with Village employees,
in order to better understand
what they would prefer in a
compensation package.

Public Safety
Councilman Mick McCue’s

public safety budget included
a number of upgrades sought
by the Foxfire Police Depart-
ment, including more secure
evidence storage, rifles for
the officers, a video camera
for one police vehicle, and
additional hours for officer
Chad Shue.

McCue noted that West
End Fire and Rescue is ask-
ing the Moore County Board
of Commissioners to approve
a 1.5 percentage point
increase in its fire tax rate,
to help pay for a new fire
truck. If granted, that would

also up the Village’s cost of
purchasing fire coverage from
the squad.

Paving
Councilman Vic Koos had

suggested a $68,000 budget
for paving — up from $58,000
in the current year.

But, other Council Mem-
bers explained, the paving
budget benefitted from the
one-time recovery of $80,000
back taxes that were paid
when the bank took over Fox-
fire Resort and Golf Club
from former owner Avestra.

“ I f  you  use  up  th i s
$58,000,” Frusco told Koos,

“that was all the back taxes
we got paid.”

Koos reported that $26,000
had been used on crack seal-
ing this year, with another
$7,000 allocated for patching
and sealing on Wildwood,
leaving only $25,000 of the
tax windfall to work with. 

Welcome Center
Mayor George Erickson

increased the rent payment
in the FY 2014 budget, pro-
posing that the Village rent
additional space adjacent to
the Foxfire Administrative
Offices for a welcome center

Foxfire Council pares down its ‘wish list’

(See “Foxfire Budget,” p. 25)
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Ila Marie (Ring) Ross, 70,
of Whispering Pines died
Tuesday ,  Apr i l  2  a t
FirstHealth Moore Regional
Hospital.

Mrs. Ross was born in
Moore County, daughter to
the late Alva and Gladys
(Marks) Ring.

Visitation will be held on
Thursday, April 4 from 1 to
2 pm at Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church in Whispering Pines
with services at 2 pm. The
Rev. Gregg Newton will offi-
ciate, with burial to follow
in the church cemetery.

She and her husband man-
aged their family farm for
their entire marriage. She
worked and traveled to the
Dominican Republic and
Nicaragua for McMurray Fab-
rics. 

She was preceded in death
by her brother, Curtis Ring.

Mrs. Ross is survived by
her husband of 53 years,
Josel Ross; son, Calvin Ross
of Whispering Pines; daugh-
ter, Catherine Welker of Seven
Lakes; brothers, Tommy Ring
of Vass; Alva Buster Ring of
Vass ;  Johnny  R ing  o f
Cameron; sisters, Mary Alice
Whitaker of Carthage; Margie
Barnes of Statesville; and
her five grandchildren.

Boles Funeral Home of
Southern Pines is serving
the family.

Ellen Lorene Luper, 68,
of Seven Lakes, died Thurs-
day, March 28, at FirstHealth
Moore Regional Hospital.

She  was  bor n in  Des
Moines, Iowa.

A celebration of life will be
held at 3:00 pm on Saturday,
April 20 at the Chapel in the
Pines, Seven Lakes.

Mrs. Luper was the Activ-
i t ies  Director  for  Peak
Resources in Carthage, and
a member of the Seven Lakes
Chapel in the Pines.

She was preceded in death
by her father Wendell C.
Wright and brother Steven
Wright.

Survivors include her hus-
band of 22 years, Allan
(Buddy) Luper; her mother,
Mabel Wright of Lakeland,
FL; son Thomas Lucey of Vir-
ginia Beach, VA; daughter
Tammy Herald of Hubert;

step-son Michael Luper of
San Luis Obispo, CA; brother
Russ Wright of Orlando, FL,
and her grandchildren.

Memorials may be made
to American Cancer Society
or National Parkinson Foun-
dation.

Boles Funeral Home of
Seven Lakes is serving the
family.

Louis J. Dillon Jr., 88, of
Foxfire Village, died Sunday,
March 31. 

He was born in Woodside,
NY, the son of Mr. Louis J.
Dillon Sr., and Edith Brunsch
Dillon, and raised in Bayside,
NY.

Mr. Dillon joined the United
States Marine Corps at age
17, on and was trained as a
Combat Movie Photographer
prior to participating in the
Pacific Campaign during
WWII. He received the Nation-
al Headline Award for motion
pictures taken on Iwo Jima.
During the Korean War, he
was an instructor at the
USMC Base, Quantico, VA.

After his military service,
he worked in the lithography
and printing business in New
York City. He married Frances
V. Cleveland in 1956 and in
1962, they moved to Wallkill,
NY and together founded Toll
House Card Company. 

For many years, he was

president of the Wallkill
Chamber of Commerce. In
1980, they moved their busi-
ness to Aberdeen, then later
sold it to start a tool and die
company. Years later, he sold
that company and finished
his tool and die career work-
ing for Purolator Products,
retiring in 1990.

Funeral services will be
held at a later date at Quan-
tico National Cemetery in
Virginia.

Mr. Dillon is survived by
his wife Frances; son, Peter
Dillon of Grovetown, GA;
daughter, Laura Hamerka of
Raleigh; son William Dillon,
of High Point; and also his
grandchildren.

Boles Funeral Home of
Seven Lakes is serving the
family.

US Navy Capt., Markham
Dennis Tuft (Ret.), 77, of
Seven Lakes, died Sunday,
March 24.

Mr. Tuft was born in Berke-
ley, CA , son to the late Mal-
colm and Marjorie Tuft.

He graduated from the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley
in 1958, and San Diego State
University in 1963, with
degrees in Mechanical Engi-
neering. He was commis-
sioned an officer in the US
Navy and served on active

In memory of . . .

114 OWENS CIRCLE
Immaculate and recently-

updated 3BR, 2 BA Split Plan.
Call Tom – $225,000

3 OAK CT • PINEHURST
Brick, split bedroom overlooks
small pond, quiet cul-de-sac.

Call Phil – $270,000

CONTACT US FOR

AVAILABLE BUILDING LOTS

& LONG OR SHORT TERM

RENTALS!
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Featured
Homes 125 West Plaza Drive, Seven Lakes, North Carolina

The Property Center

104 FOGLEMAN COURT
3BD, 2BA on a private cul de
sac near the back gate in SLW

Call Tom – $224,900

103 STANDISH POINT
Outstanding like new one acre

Lake Auman Waterfront.
Call Tom – $749,000

147 EDGEWATER
3 bedroom 3 bath w/walk out,
move in ready on Echo in SLN

Call Tom – $299,900

102 THOMAS POINT
3 BD, 2 BA, screened porch
close to Johnson Pt and BR
Country Club.  $175,000

260 BOULDER DRIVE
Country Living at it's best. Just

outside 7 Lakes. 3BD/2BA.
Call Phil – $170,000

161 MAGNOLIA SQUARE
Commercial Office Space in

Aberdeen. Excellent Location.
Call Larry – $249,000
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3222 W NC 24/27, BISCOE
High Visibility Commercial.

Main hwy, across from Walmart.

Larry or Angel – $299,000

108 SHAGBARK
Waterfront Townhome. 

2 Decks. Great Investment.
Call Norma – $137,500
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duty for 27 years. During his
naval career he taught
mechanical engineering and
coached crew at the US Naval
Academy, served three tours
of duty in Vietnam, including
command of a squadron of
swift boats, served on the
USS Gallant, the USS Blue,
the USS Hollister, and com-
manded the USS Farmington,
and the destroyer USS Knox
in the Pacific Fleet. He also
attended the National Defense
College of Canada and served
in the Office of the Deputy
Chief of Naval Operations for
Surface Warfare.

After retirement from the
Navy, Mr. Tuft held positions
at Goodyear Aerospace and
Lockheed Martin in Akron,
Ohio.

Survivors include Mary
Carolyn, his wife of 51 years;
children: Pamela Hewitt of

Marcola, OR; Bryan Tuft of
Vienna VA; Linda Lenz of
Ligonier, PA; and Rhonda
Hodges of Seven Lakes; ten
grandchildren;  his sister
Patricia Goode of Roseburg,
OR; and his brother Michael
Tuft of Gualala, CA.

Services were held Satur-
day, March 30 at Seven Lakes
Chapel in the Pines. Inter-
ment followed with military
honors at Seven Lakes Ceme-
tery. Memorial gifts may be
made to the Seven Lakes
Chapel in the Pines – Building
Fund.

Elizabeth “Bette” Schultz,
89, of St. Paul, MN, formerly
of Seven Lakes, died March
20.

Mrs. Schutlz and her hus-
band Tom were residents of
the Seven Lakes community
for over 25 years. She was
a dedicated member of the

Chapel in the Pines of Seven
Lakes and the leader of the
local chapter of Project Linus.
She and Tom regularly deliv-
ered Meals on Wheels.

They had joined family in
St. Paul, MN for the last three
years of her life.

Mrs. Schultz was preceded
in death by husband, Tom
husband of 64 years.

Survivors include her
daughter Marghe (Ron) Tabar;
son Jeff (Kathy Falk); grand-
daughter Ashley Schultz.

The family will hold a pri-
vate service. 

Memorials donations can
be made in Bette’s name to:
Project Linus, 2041 Seven
Lakes South, West End, NC
27376.

Patrick Jon Gribben, 67,
of Seven Lakes died Monday,
March 18, at FirstHealth
Moore Regional Hospital.

Mr. Gribben was born in
Milwaukee, WI son to the
late Donald and Gladys
(Tollefson) Gribben. 

A celebration of life service
was held on Saturday March
23, at Our Saviour Lutheran
Church in Southern Pines.
Rev. Todd Rauscher offici-
ated.

Mr. Gribben served in the
United States Marine Corps
Reserves from 1965 to 1971.
He was a graduate of the
University of Wisconsin at
Milwaukee.  He owned and
managed several restaurants
in Moore County, as well as

Texas, Ohio and Georgia.
He was preceded in death

by his sisters, Kathleen
Gr ibben  and  Maureen
Gribben.

Mr. Gribben is survived by
his wife of 28 years, Susan
K. Gribben; son, Jonathan
Gribben and wife Emily of
Aberdeen, and his grand-
daughter, Bella Gribben.

Memorial donations may
be made in memory of Patrick
Gribben to the American Dia-
betes Association, PO Box
11454, Alexandria, VA 22312
or The American Heart Asso-
ciation, 202 Centre Port Drive
Suite 130, Greensboro, NC
27409.

Boles Funeral Home assist-
ed the family.
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A church with a passion to help you know God
and discover His will for your life.

Now at Seven Lakes Plaza.

Sunday Mornings at 10:00 a.m.
Contemporary Worship and Service

Nursery and Children’s Ministry

www.gracechurchsp.org • 910-692-6711

(Continued from page 6)

West End Presbyterian
Church will be holding a
yard sale on Saturday, April
6, from 8 am to 1 pm, in
the church’s activities build-
ing, the Crawford Center.

A myriad of items will be
for sale, including clothing,
furniture, toys, and many
other assorted items. Pro-
ceeds from the yard sale
will help pay to send a mis-
sion team to Chetumal,
Mexico this Summer.

The church has had a

relationship with a sister
church in Chetumal, for
more than a decade, and
has sent a number of mis-
sion groups to Mexico to
help with projects there and
to build relationships. This
year seven high school
youth and adults will travel
to Mexico to do more mis-
sion work.

West End Presbyterian
Church, Knox Lane, one
block west of Highway 211,
West End.

WEPC Yard Sale

In memory of . . .



by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

On a bright March Satur-
day, in the chilly shadows
of the bridge two little girls
dare each other to stick their
feet in the icy waters of Bear
Creek. Waiting patiently for
the race to start, they lob
stones into the rushing water.
With each stone, the girls
become more confident,
sharpening their aim. As they
cheer each other on, the last
stone reaches the far shore. 

A shrill whistle blows, and
the girls turn and run up
the steep bank. At the top
of the green-clovered hill is
a bright bouquet of colorful
kayaks and canoes. Dr.
William McDuffie, president
of the N.C. Canoe Racing
Association and organizer of
the Charles E. Brady Paddle
Challenge, explains the rules. 

A young well-mannered
black Labrador sits at atten-
tion listening to every word.
The Lab will soon perch him-
self on the bough of his

owner’s canoe hitching a ride
down stream.

Ten dollars is the adult fee
to register; eighteen and
under paddle free. Shuttles
are provided, and each pad-
dler is given a small Frog
Town clay jar with cork top-
per. Everyone goes down to
the shore and fills their jar
with creek water.

Those clay jars commem-
orate the jug of clear Bear
Creek water that that former
astronaut and Robbins native
Charles E. Brady canoed
down Bear Creek and the
Deep River to Jordan Lake
three decades ago to call
attention to water pollution.

Nine-year -old Mathew
Young swaps his cowboy
boots for water shoes. He
and his grandfather Bob
Adams hold back. It takes
maturity for a kid to recognize
when to be patient.  

Then the serenity is dis-
rupted as the racers wait for
the signal. The paddlers must
first race down the steep

slope to their boats, jump
in, and hit the water. Within
seconds, a kayak traffic jam
has ensued. Old and young
alike vie for clearance to pad-
dle 500 feet up the creek,
make a u-turn, and head
four miles back downstream.

One adult kayaker pushes
preteen Emma Thomas’s
kayak out of the way and
cuts in front. Emma’s straw-
berry blond hair sparkles
gold in the sun. Undeterred,
she calmly maneuvers back
into position and heads up
the creek. Through a narrow
opening in the rocks, the
paddlers glide through single
file. 

Teenaged siblings Caitlin
and Brandon Turlington pad-
dle in tandem, smoothly glid-
ing through all obstacles. It’s
on the longer, wider stretches
that they lose their rhythm.
Yet they always manage to
recover just in time.
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Robbins offers paddling fun

Twice as nice . . . 
When you insure both your car and home 

through Auto-Owners Insurance, we’ll 
save you money!

AGENCY NAME
Call or visit us 

First Casualty Insurance Group
910-692-8303 • www.fcignc.com

www.facebook.com/firstcasualtyinsurance
fciginfo@fcignc.com

      
        

    
  

 
    

What’s more fun than a few rapids?

(See “Paddling,” p. 11)
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Bill Reaves has earned the
Master Certified Green Pro-
fessional (Master CGP) edu-
cational designation from the
National Association of Home
Builders, joining an elite
group of professional home
builders and remodelers who
are experts in the field of
sustainable construction.

Reaves is President of Bill
Reaves Construction, Inc. a
design/build company build-
ing not only new homes, but
also remodels and additions,
as well as commercial and
multifamily housing — all
with an emphasis on a holis-
tic approach to high per-
formance homes that will
provide their owners with a
healthy and energy efficient
home for living.  

Master CGPs must have at
least five years’ green building
experience and have built or
remodeled and certified at
least three projects in a three-
year period to a recognized
local, state, or national green
residential program to be eli-

gible for the designation.
Potential designees must

successfully complete seven
days of training on green
building and business man-
agement as well as advanced
courses that focus on green
building science and project
management.

The Master CGP training
is conducted by leading build-
ing industry practitioners on
the construction or renovation
of a high-performance home.
The curriculum includes
techniques that incorporate
energy, water and resource
efficiency, improved indoor

environmental quality, lot
and site development, and
home owner education,
always keeping cost-effec-
tiveness in mind.

Master CGP graduates are
required to maintain their
designation by completing
twelve hours of continuing
education every three years,
and must continue to certify
at least three projects during
that same period.

“I am delighted to be hon-
ored with this designation,”
said Reaves. “As a Master

CGP, I can better serve my
home owners in Moore Coun-
ty by providing more sus-
tainable, livable homes that
will serve them well, now and
in the future.”

For additional information
about the National Associa-
tion of Home Builders’ green
building program, visit
www.nahbgreen.org 

For more about Bill Reaves
Construction Company visit
billreavesconstruction.com
or call at 910-673-0004. 
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Bill Reaves earns Green Builder designation

Custom Compounding
Free Delivery

Rx Price Matching
Personal Service

120 MacDougall Drive  • 673-SHOP
Mon-Fri 8:30 am – 6 pm • Sat 8:30 am – Noon

www.7lakesrx.com
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Your Health, Your Pharmacy!

Luxury Sedans • Stretch Limousines • 14 Passenger Vans
SUVs • 1938 Buick Special

Bill Reaves has earned the Master Certified Green Profession-
al (Master CGP).



by Claudia Watson
Don’t miss the 4th Annual

Spring Barn Dance Saturday,
April 13, 6:00 pm to 10:00
pm at the McLendon Hills
Equestrian Center in Seven
Lakes for the benefit of the
Prancing Horse Center for
Therapeutic Horseback Rid-
ing.

A portion of the barn’s main
aisle will serve as a massive
dance floor for the boot
scootin’ crowd who will get
in step with music by DJ,
Prince Pete. 

“We play something for
everyone with the goal to
keep them on the dance
floor,” says Gus Leader, pres-
ident of the Prancing Horse
Board of Directors.  

“You’ll hear traditional

country, oldies rock n’ roll,
new country and bluegrass.
It’s a good time for couples
and singles. Even if you don’t
dance, you’ll get a good show
and who knows, you may
just get up an give it a try.”

Dickey’s Barbeque Pit is
hosting the seated dinner
that includes assorted entrees
and classic Southern sides
served to guests at white
tablecloth-draped tables. The
dinner also includes wine,
beer and sodas. The evening
also features a silent auc-
tion.

A limited number of tickets
are available for the event
and early registration is
encouraged. Guests are
encouraged to reserve tables
of 10 and dance the night

away with friends. Tickets
are $60 per person and are
available at Sandhills Winery
in Seven Lakes, The Country
Bookshop in Southern Pines;
Given Book Shop and Lady
Bedford’s Tea Parlor in Pine-
hurst; or at www.prancing-
horsecenter.com For more
information call 910-246-
3202.
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McLendon Hills will host
Prancing Horse Barn Dance

Susan T. Adams
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Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Cell: (910) 690-2975
Office (910)-295-2535

susanadams@remax.net
www.askforsusan.com

Prime Properties
5 Chinquapin Rd.

Pinehurst NC 28370
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Sid and Sandy Newman cut a rug for Prancing Horse

Red Cross Blood Drive
A Red Cross Blood Drive will be held on Wednesday,

April 24, from 1:30 to 6:00 pm at the Seven Lakes North
Clubhouse. For an appointment call 910-673-4931. 

Walk-ins are always welcome.

The Seven Lakes Garden
Club will meet on Thursday,
April 11, at 2 pm. This is
the meeting for a Plant
Exchange. 

Come and share plants,
ideas, and fun. 

You do not need to bring
any plants to receive one.
This is a great way to jump-
start spring gardening, and

an inexpensive way to
expand your garden, and
try new plants. Please label
your plants. 

Door Prize, free raffle.
Bring your enthusiasm,
questions, & neighbors. 

Novice to experts are wel-
come. Meet at the Seven
Lakes Chapel in the Pines,
581 Seven Lakes Drive.

Seven Lakes Garden Club
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The paddlers intent on a
win take the lead and dis-
appear down the creek. The
less competitive enjoy the
sunshine-drenched March
day. Four ladies kayak togeth-
er at a relaxed pace, enjoying
each other’s company. Even-
tually, everyone finds their
own pace, and the length
between the boats widens,
leaving each to paddle in soli-
tude.

Along the way is an unfor-
tunate portage at the Old
Carter’s Mill where the boats
must be carried straight up,
around the dam and then
back down. The bank is cold,
dark grey, slippery mud. The
only traction is taking off
your shoes and digging your
toes deep in the mud and
holding on. A volunteer works
like a mule, helping each
paddler portage their boat.

Back on the water, there
are few reminders that it is
the 21st century. Spring
Peepers serenade on the crisp
cool breeze. Frozen muddy
toes warm stiff and happy
in the warm sun. Time slows
to the quite slice of oar
through deep clear blue
water. The sycamore trees
are paper white against the
Carolina blue sky. 

It could be any time in his-
tory: Prehistoric Native Chero-
kees in dugout canoes skim-

ming the surface, or 18th
century Scots, English, and
Germans making their way
up river into Northern Moore,
seeking purchase in rolling
hills along the Deep River. 

The bridge at Reynolds’ Mill
Road marks the end of the
race. Every one congregates
on the embankment as the
times are tallied. Kids use
the seats of their jeans as
sleds, slipping down the steep
cement casement.

The Charles E. Paddle has
brought positive attention to
the Bear Creek and nearby
waterways. Bear Creek now
gurgles and runs cleaner
than in the past. Century
old junk piles have been
cleaned up. 

“When I complain about
putting these events on, [my
wife] Lynn tells me I am the

maker of my own misery,”
said Dr. McDuffie. “But there
is nothing I would rather do
than plan these events.”

As the evening sun cast
long shadows on the water
my own daughter pulls the
cork on her little jug. The
hard fired clay has insulated
the icy head waters. A wisp
of silver mist escapes the jar
as she pours the water back
into Bear Creek, being sure
not to waste one precious
drop.

Bear Creek, Cabin Creek,
and the Deep River in the
Robbins area offer year-round
paddling adventure, from
flatwater to Class I & II white-
water. 

You can find information
on the paddling trails at
foothillsoutdoors.org/trails/
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They are new.
They are miracles.

But they don’t 
come with an 

instruction book.

Visit the FirstHealth 
Moore Regional Hospital 

Pregnancy Fair.

Thursday, April 18
6-7:30 p.m.

The Fair Barn at the Harness Track 
on Highway 5 in Pinehurst

More than 30 vendors from across the Sandhills will be present with 
a variety of giveaways to share! Experts on prenatal care, pediatrics, 

childbirth, mother-baby care, neonatal services, breastfeeding and more 
will be available to answer questions. This event is FREE. 

New and expectant parents and their families are welcome to attend.

Take a virtual tour of our Women’s & Children’s Center at 
www.firsthealth.org/tourwomenctr

For information on attending 
or exhibiting, or for directions, 

call toll free (800) 213-3284.

www.firsthealth.org
Working Together, 

First in Quality, First in Health
207-90-13

�	������������
www.sevenlakesdentist.com

We File Dental Insurance • NITROUS OXIDE AVAILABLE
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NEW
PATIENTS

WELCOME!

Specializing in Vinyl . . .
Siding • Shakes • Windows • Railings • Trim

LAW OFFICES OF

ROBERT J. BIERBAUM
PLLC

1135 Seven Lakes Drive
Suite D

(910) 688-3308

Website: rjblawyer.com

TRAFFIC TICKET TROUBLE?
Worried about Insurance?
Relax. Call us. We’ll handle it.

Bob Bierbaum

(Continued from page 8) Blush Salon welcomes
their newest stylist, Bridget
Hitchcock.

Hitchcock graduated from
Randolph Community Col-
lege cosmetology depart-
ment. Not only is Hitchcock
a talented stylist, but she
has studied esthetics, too. 

When asked about her
favorite styling discipline,
she said she likes it all, but
she particularly enjoys
updo/formal styles. 

For your prom or wed-
ding, remember to call
Blush at 910-673-3389.
Hitchcock will have you
stylin’ for any occasion.
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Shred those
documents!

Come to a Community
Shred Event Saturday, on
April 27, from 9 am to 12
noon, at the Moore County
Sheriff Department, Back
Parking Lot, 105 Dowd
Road, Carthage. 

Bring your personal and
professional papers for
free, confidential shredding
by a mobile shredding
truck. Bring your items
with the intent of having
the boxes returned to you
that you bring your items
in. Cardboard boxes can
not be recycled. Sponsored
by the Moore County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, and
Keep Moore County Beau-
tiful. Call (910) 722-5075.
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Pat McCrory’s recently-
released budget, the resolu-
tion noted, underfunds the
county’s share of lottery pro-
ceeds by $80 million, while
eliminating the $75 million
county share of corporate
income tax.

The resolution, approved
unanimously by the Com-
missioners, calls on McCrory,
the General Assembly, and
the Lottery Commission to
“allocate to the counties their
legal share of educational
lottery funds to be used for
school buildings and tech-
nology.

The second resolution, also
approved unanimously, calls
on State Senator Jerry Till-
man and NC Representatives
Jamie Boles and Allen McNeil,
“to introduce and support
legislation to require drug
screening and testing for
public assistance applicants.”

Picerno noted that many
employers, including Moore
County, require prospective
employees to submit to drug
testing. “I think people receiv-
ing benefits should be held
to a standard,” he said.

Picerno made a point of
linking both resolutions to
the taxpayers of Moore Coun-
ty, pointing out that depriving
the County of lottery funds
meant local taxpayers would
ultimately foot the bill for
school construction and tech-
nology. He noted that funding
for  the  pub l i c  schoo ls
accounts for roughly forty-
five percent of the County’s

budget.
Similarly, Picerno said

County taxpayers fund half
of the $11 million budget for
the Department of Social
Services.

Interim Tax 
Administrator Appointed

The  Commiss i one rs
appointed John W. Edmond-
son Interim Tax Administra-
tor, contracting with JWE
Services, LLC at a cost not
to exceed $82,680. Edmond-
son fills the position vacated
by Wayne Vest, who was
recently promoted to County
Manager. Edmondson served
as the County’s Interim Tax
Administrator from Septem-
ber 2005 to December 2006.

“[Commissioner] Jimmy
[Melton]and I were both here
when he served before, and
I’ve never met anyone I would
trust more,” Commissioner
Caddell said, noting that
Edmondson had trained Vest.

The contract with JWE “will
actually save us money, ver-
sus the cost of the former
Tax Administrator,” Chairman
Picerno added.

Fire Tax Rates
Picerno said the Emergency

Services Advisory Committee
[ESAC] had recently held a
meeting to evaluate fire tax
rate requests from the coun-
ty’s fire districts. Under the
current system, each depart-
ment has a separate tax rate,
which must be approved by
the Commissioners.

However, “it became very

apparent real quickly that
the committee didn’t have
any background on which
to make a decision,” Picerno,
an ESAC member, said.

As a result, ESAC asked
the Commissioners to main-
tain all fire tax rates at last
year’s level, and recommend-
ed that any fire department
that wants an increase above
that rate should meet with
the County Manager, Fire
Marshal, and Public Safety
Director to make their case.

Courthouse Facilities
Committee Expanded

The Commissioners, during
Tuesday’s meeting, expanded
and reconfigured the Court-
house Facilities Advisory
Committee, recognizing that
the departure of the Sheriff’s
Office to the new Public Safety
Center will free up space in
the Courthouse.

The committee was formed
to study the space needs of
the courts, clerk of court,
and district attorney a few
of years ago, when the Board
was developing plans for the
public safety center, detention
center, and a new adminis-
trative facility that was then
shelved.

During Tuesday’s meeting,
the Board added Commis-
sioner Picerno to the com-
mittee as its Chairman. Chief
Deputy Neil Godfrey, who
will soon replace Lane Carter
as Sheriff, was added to the
committee, as were Pinehurst
Village Councilman John
Cashion and Bobby Laton of
the County’s Property Man-
agement Department. 

ERP Software Issues
One item that will likely

be on the agenda for the
Board’s April 18 Critical
Issues summit is continuing
problems with the Enterprise
Resource Planning [ERP] soft-
ware that the County pur-
chased from Tyler Technolo-

gies. ERP software attempts
to unify management infor-
mation systems across an
entire company or county,
so that all departments are
working with the same sys-
tem.

Picerno said the County is
having “serious issues” with
the software, and Tyler’s Pres-
ident can’t seem to find time
to meet with County officials.

“The goal in purchasing
this software was for Moore
County to become more effi-
cient, so we don’t have to
hire more people,” Picerno
said. “But this software is
now costing us money, by
forcing us to hire more people
to deal with the problems it
is creating.” 
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High Cost of Medicine Making
You Feel Out of Control?
Come down to 
Quality Care Pharmacy
and let us bring the
cost of your drugs back
down to the ground!

3 PRIME LOTS IN SEVEN LAKES WEST

137 Callis Circle
mls: 151159

3/4 Acre Waterfront
Bulkhead in place
Cleared Homesite
Near Back Gate

$210,000

114 Callis Circle
mls: 149730

1/2 Acre Waterview
Great Building Lot

Gently Sloped
Nicely Wooded

$45,000

230 Paula Court
mls: 149733

1/2 Acre Golf Front
Nice Green Views

Flat & Wooded
Near Clubhouse

$26,500

Call: (910) 315-8080 or Email: pinehurstrealtor@gmail.com

SELLERS WILL CONSIDER

ALL REASONABLE OFFERS!!

We Have Kerosene Again!
We Have Ethanol Free Gas!

Friendly Staff • Courteous Service • Coldest Beer
Biscuits • Fried Chicken • Pizza • Lottery

HD Satellite TV •  Internet •  Locally Owned!

4219 HWY 211 • SEVEN LAKES, NC 27376
673-1663 • friendlymart@embarqmail.com

(Continued from page 3)
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approved, would increase the
Fiscal Year 2013-2014 con-
tribution to the restricted
road reserve from $125,900
to $201,150, and increase
the contribution to unre-
s t r i c ted  reserves  f rom
$91,880 to $167,130.

After thanking the members
of his Finance Committee —
Jim Allen, Ed Sanchez, and
George Temple — Meyer listed
a number of key committee
accomplishments, including:
• Revising the collection

process.
• Revising the lot combina-

tion policy.
• Creating an emergency

reserve fund equivalent to
three months expenses.

• Completing several major
cost studies, including the
evaluation of management
companies prior to the
Board’s decision to switch
from Talis to CAS, and
rebidding the landscaping
contract, resulting in sig-
nificant savings.

• Analyzing the level of
reserves needed to fund
key infrastructure projects
in order to develop the pro-
posal for a dues increase.

• Working through the trans-
fer of financial records from
Talis to CAS and developing
new financial reports based
on the CAS system.

• Transitioning to a new
auditing firm, while coming
up with a “clean” audit.

Lakes & Dams
Director Don Fentzlaff was

unable to attend the Annual

Meeting due to illness, but
sent written reports that were
read by President Bob Darr.

The twelve-member Lakes
& Dams Committee, under
Fentzlaff’s leadership:
• Developed a comprehensive

lake pumping program.
• Began testing lakes for e.

coli and coliform.
• Will begin testing for dis-

solved oxygen, to ensure
a healthy environment for
wildlife.

• Developed a program of
regular monitoring of water
levels within the dam struc-
tures, using piezometers
installed in the dams.

• Initiated repairs to the
Sequoia Island bulkhead.

• Recommended revisions to
lake rules and sponsored
a voluntary boat safety
inspection by the Coast
Guard Auxiliary.

Architectural Review Board
Fentzlaff also had respon-

sibility for the Architectural
Review Board [ARB], and
noted these accomplish-
ments:
• Updating ARB standards.
• Developing project guide-

lines for the most common
projects, in order to stream-
line the approval process,
by making sure all neces-
sary documentation is
available to the commit-
tee.

Grounds & Maintenance
When he joined the Board

one year ago, Director Chuck
Leach said, President Darr
urged him to “get something

done.”
Members of the committee

walked the community and
compiled a list of more than
70 items needing attention.
Of those, forty-one have been
addressed or will be com-
pleted by the end of next
month, Leach said.

Among the key items are:
• Painting the exterior of the

landowners office.
• Overhauling the yard debris

site.

• Replacing deteriorated sup-
port beams at the main-
tenance shed and the sta-
bles.

• Renovating the interior and
exterior of the Southside
gatehouse.

• Replacing the dock at Lake
Echo.

• Contracting for the instal-
lation of new roofs on the
landowners office, North
Clubhouse, pool pump
house and Lake Sequoia

gazebo.
Community Standards

Director Bob Racine report-
ed that it had been a difficult
year for the Standards Com-
mittee, because the change
in management companies
put most enforcement actions
on hiatus for a number of
months.

“But management has now
provided what we need to
move forward,” he added.
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Strive for excellence ~ Build enduring relationships
We will be your Real Estate ADVANTAGE!

Our people are real estate professionals with extraordinary
experience who are here to serve you with all your real estate

needs! We well always put the
needs of our clients first to
create an atmosphere of
teamwork & mutual respect.

Come Experience the 
Coldwell Banker Advantage.
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Genesis Home Services
& Remodeling
Small Jobs • Big Jobs • All Jobs!

Free Estimates! CALL TODAY (910) 673-4257
Over 30 Years Experience • Excellent Local References.
Your Seven Lakes Neighbors! • SChestercr@aol.com 

from this �����TO THIS!

Chair tightening, furniture restoration & refinishing; faucet & toilet repair
and replacement; pressure washing decks, siding and roofs; tile work; drywall
installation & repair; custom cabinetry; decorative trim work; additions; and
remodel work of all kinds . . . and so much more —  JUST ASK!

Since 1996, we have 
been serving Moore

County with quality
work at fair prices.

SPRING SPECIAL – DECKS & DOCKS
Maintenance, Repair or Custom Built

(Continued from page 4)

(See “SLL A,” p. 14)
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“You can look forward to
more vigorous enforcement
in the future.”

Recreation
On the recreation front,

Racine noted that the Asso-
ciation had enjoyed its tra-
ditional Easter Egg Hunt,
Fourth of July festivities,
Halloween Party, and Christ-
mas Party, as well as the
S’mores on Sequoia Beach.

Water aerobics, swim les-
sons, and swim teams were
offered at the Northside pool,
and the Association welcomed
a new manager at the stables,
“who has brought new life
into that operation,” Racine
said.

Security
Director Ritter said he had

assembled a Security Com-
mittee with four members —
Mike Pusillo, Greg Lishawa,
Chuck Mims,  and Don
Harkey — who, along with
Ritter himself, represented
more than 160 years of law
enforcement experience.
Brenda Massimo, bringing
an insiders perspective on
the operations of SLLA
administration, rounded out
the team.

Ritter said moving the secu-
rity contract to The Budd
Group had resulted in a sig-
nificant improvement in per-
formance, particularly with
the appointment of Roger
Shoemaker as the local
supervisor.

Acting on a recommenda-
tion from the Security Com-

mittee, the Board delegated
to Security personnel the
authority to ask an offender
to leave SLLA property — a
change that has enhanced
their ability to deal with trou-
blemaking nonresidents.

Ritter said the initial con-
fusion created by changes
in SLLA’s gate access policy
by Seven Lakes West ulti-
mately resulted in an over-
haul of the gate pass and
barcode policies that have
made for smoother operations
at the gate.

Both roving patrol and boat
patrol hours have been
refined to ensure that officers
are on duty when problems
are most likely to occur, Ritter
said. He noted the retirement
of longtime North Gate guard
Linda McCoy, praising her
dedicated service.

President’s Report
President Bob Darr recalled

that he, Racine, Meyer, and
Fentzlaff had run for the
board two years ago prom-
ising a number of changes
in the way the SLLA Board
operated:
• Open Meetings. Darr

noted that, not only does
the SLLA Board conduct
its business in the open,
it takes input from mem-
bers throughout the meet-
ing, instead of confining
comments to one portion
of the meeting.

• Cost-Benefit Analyses.
The Finance Committee
has prepared detailed
analyses on major expen-
ditures, which the Board
has then “studied, debated
openly, and decided accord-
ingly,” Darr said.

• Road Repaving. The four
candidates pledged to start
road repaving, and it has
in fact begun, Darr said.

• Critical Oversight of Talis.

Darr said that analysis had
been done — and led to
the hiring of CAS as man-
agement company.

• Town Hall Meetings.
Though the open debate
in regular meetings reduced
the need for Town Halls,
Darr noted that the Board
had hosted a very-well-
attended meeting to receive
input on the FY 2014
Budget and proposed dues
increase.

• Reestablishing commit-
tees. A number of com-
mittees had been disband-
ed by a previous Board.
Not only were they rein-
stituted, Darr pointed out,
but the Directors changed
policy to require a Board
vote to eliminate a com-
mittee.

• Transparency. Darr said
the Board has held closed

meetings on legal and per-
sonnel issues that are prop-
erly discussed behind
closed doors.
“Going forward,” Darr said,

“I believe these principles
should be the continual com-
mitment of the Board.”

Noting that he was honored
to have served as the Asso-
ciation’s President, Darr took
a moment to “thank God for
Bud Shaver,” a former Board
member who died earlier this
month. Darr said Shaver
“provided hours and hours
of advice — and an occasional
butt-kicking when we needed
it.”

Darr presented those Board
members whose terms were
expiring — Racine, Meyer,
and Fentzlaff — with certifi-
cates recognizing their service,
and Racine did the same for
Darr.
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NEW SUMMER HOURS!
Monday - Saturday 11 - 9 • Sunday 12 - 7

Burgers • Hoagies • Hot Dogs • Wraps
Salads • Ice Cream Delites • Cappuccino Coolers

135 MacDougall St • Seven Lakes • 400-5228
(Across from Carolina Car Care)

EAT-IN OR TAKE OUT!

Seven Lakes Snack Shack

New SPECIALTY Burger Menu
The Only Place in Town to Have a Different 

Burger Each Day of the Week!

Pizza Burger           Naked Burger
Bacon Cheddar Burger

Hole in One Burger
Stuffed Cheddar Jalapeño Burger

and more!

We’ve Rolled Back Prices
on Burgers & Cheeseburgers!

April Ice Cream FEATURE!

BANANA SPLIT
Large enough to share — 
or enjoy all by yourself!

$450
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105 Seven Lakes Court
West End, NC 27376

• Real Estate • Traffic Offenses
• Business Law • Estate Planning
• Business Planning • Estate Administration

Phone: (910)673-1325              Fax: (910)673-1327
website: www.gbcnclaw.com
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Everyone is invited to
join in for a Zumba Dance
Class at Seven Lakes Bap-
tist Church every Tuesday
evening from 7:00 – 8:00
pm and Saturday morn-
ings from 9:30 – 10:30
am, in the Hankins Family
Life Center.

A  Zumba  l i c ensed
instructor will teach. This
is a Free community class.

Questions? Call the
church at 673-4656. 1015
Seven Lakes Drive, Seven
Lakes.
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SHANNON STITES
Broker, SFR

SEARCH ALL MOORE COUNTY LISTINGS AT WWW.SHANNONSTITES.COM

110 RECTOR DR • 7LW

3 BD, 3.5 BA, OVER 1 ACRE! $325,000 

LAKE AUMAN LOTS!
158 SIMMONS $425,000

109 BUTTERFLY $410,000
101 BUTTERFLY $650,000
108 DOUGLAS $292,000

133 BAKER $375,000

GREAT LOT VALUES!
511 LONGLEAF $25,000

170 LAMPLIGHTER  $25,000
113 PITTMAN $30,000
128 VANORE  $42,000
158 JAMES  $42,000
157 OTTER  $45,000

101 FEATHERSTON  $55,000
111 CLAY $55,000
119 CLAY $58,000

445 MORGANWOOD  $85,000

113 LONGLEAF DRIVE • 7LW

4 BED + BONUS!  $275,000

116 JAMES DR • 7LW

4 BD + MANY UPGRADES! • $289,000

163 MORRIS • LK AUMAN WATERFRONT

3 BD+ BONUS, EASTERN EXPOSURE! $525,000

129 HARRELL RD • 7LW

3 BED + DEN, SPACIOUS, GREAT VIEWS! $509,000

240 FIRETREE LANE • 7LN

3 BD+ 2.5 BA, ALL BRICK • $190,000

“Shannon and
her team provided 
fantastic service 
beyond our 
expectations.” 

“She has a wealth of
resources to assist in the
entire process from mar
keting, making repairs,
and assisting with the
moving process. Shannon
was extremely accurate in
determining the selling and
listing price of our home.” 

“I strongly recommend
Shannon and her team!”

 Tom Kelly
Seller of 103 Pinecone Ct

Seven Lakes North  

119 ANDREWS DR • LAKE AUMAN

CUSTOMWATERFRONT, MINT CONDITION!  $899,000

123 ANDREWS DR • 7LW

AMAZING WATERFRONT  $675,000

119 LONGLEAF DR • 7LW

3 BD + 2 BONUS RMS  $260,000 

CHAD STITES

CHAD & SHANNON STITES  YOUR SEVEN LAKES NEIGHBORS!

ShannonStites@gmail.com     Shannon: (910) 992-6231
ChadStites@nc.rr.com     Chad: (910) 992-6230       

1008 SEVEN LAKES DRIVE

SPACIOUS OFFICE BUILDING $117,900

164 CARDINAL LN • 7LN

2 BD+2 BA, WATERFRONT • $172,500

101 PITTMAN RD • 7LW

WATERVIEW, 3 BD+LOFT $349,900

106 SHENANDOAH • 7LN

3 BD+ 2 BA, SPACIOUS! • $165,000

141 WERTZ • LAKE AUMAN!

2 KITCHENS, MANY UPGRADES • $550,000

108 CARDINAL DRIVE • 7LN

2 BED + DEN, EX. CONDITION  $136,300

SOLD!

UNDER CONTRACT!

WATERVIEW!

WIDE WATER VIEWS!

251 FIRETREE LN • 7LN

3 BD + BONUS  $186,500 

109 LEWALLEN CT • 7LW

3BD + BONUS  $229,900

124 SHAW DRIVE • 7LW

CLOSE TO MARINA!  $255,000

WATERVIEW!

NEW LISTING!SOLD!

101 ATWATER CT. • 7LN

LAKE ECHO WATERFRONT 3/2.5  $199,000

158 SIMMONS DR • 7LW

LAKE AUMAN WATERFRONT $425,000

109 BUTTERFLY CT • 7LW

AUMAN WATERFRONT LOT  $410,000

101 BUTTERFLY CT • 7LW

PREMIER WATERFRONT LOT • $650,000

OUTDOOR KITCHEN,
WATER FEATURES! AUMAN WATERFRONT

459 LONGLEAF DR • 7LW

WATER VIEW IN EVERY ROOM $540,000

AUMAN WATERFRONT

166 JAMES DRIVE• 7LW

3 BD+2 BA UPDATED!  $210,000 

NEW LISTING!

135 LANCASHIRE LN • 7LS

3/2 WITH 2 CAROLINA RMS  $165,000 

NEW LISTING!
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•  SL EMS Chicken Dinner

Fundraiser –  served from
11:30 am to 2 pm, and
4:30 to 7 pm. You can dine
at the EMS building while
visiting with your friends
and neighbors or purchase
take-out dinners. $8 per
dinner.  Seven Lakes Fire
Station, Seven Lakes Drive.

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
7:30 pm, A Place at the
Table. Tickets: $7. A doc-
umentary that investigates
incidents of hunger expe-
rienced by millions of Amer-
icans, and proposed solu-
t ions to the problem.
Sunrise Theater, 250 NW
Broad Street, Southern
Pines (910) 692-3611.

•  Stargazing 101 At Wey-
mouth Woods – 8 pm,
Enjoy a beautiful Spring
Night and discover how
easy it is to locate stars
and constellations. Join a
Park Ranger to learn some
basic astronomy. Wey-
mouth Woods Visitor Cen-
ter: 1024 Ft. Bragg Rd.
Southern Pines. (*Rain date
Saturday April 6, 8 pm.)
910 692-2167
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•  McLendon Hills Neigh-

borhood Yard Sale – 7:00
am – 12:00 pm. More than
50 residents have combined
their treasures for the ulti-
mate yard sale. (Rain date
April 13)

•  West End Presbyterian
Yard Sale – 8 am to 1 pm,
in the church’s activities
building, the Crawford Cen-
ter. Clothing, furniture,
toys, and many other
assorted items. Proceeds

will benefit mission team.
• Sunflix at the Sunrise –

2:30 & 7:30 pm, A Place
at the Table. Tickets: $7.
Sunrise Theater, 250 NW
Broad Street, Southern
Pines (910) 692-3611.

���
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•  St. Mary Mag-

dalene
Episcopal

Church – 9:30 am, Holy
Communion. 1145 Seven
Lakes Drive, Seven Lakes
673-3838.

•  “The Color of Energy” –
Artist League of the Sand-
hills, featuring the works
of emerging artist Kathy
Leuck. Opening reception
today from 2 – 5pm. Exhibit
will run through April 30.
Artist League of the Sand-
hills, 129 Exchange St.,
Aberdeen. 910-944-3979.

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
2:30 & 7:30 pm, A Place
at the Table. Tickets: $7.
250 NW Broad Street,
Southern Pines 692-3611.

•  “Nature’s Easter Eggs” –
3 pm, Become an amateur
Oologist (one who studies
eggs) as you learn about
the colors and markings
of eggs produced by the
native birds. Weymouth
Woods, 1024 Fort Bragg
Rd., Southern Pines, 910-
692-2167.

���
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•  Basic Skills for the Family

Caregiver – 3:30 pm, at
The Chapel in the Pines.
A three week class to con-
tinue on April 15 and 22.
Lynne Drinkwater, com-
munity educator for St.

Joseph of the
Pines, with
D e a n n a
Heck ,  S t .
Joseph of the
Pines, home-
care coordi-
na to r  and
r eg i s t e r ed
nurse will be

the presenters. No cost to
attend. To register contact
Fran Stark, 673-5493.

•  Weight Watchers Meeting
– 5 pm-6 pm, at St. Mary
Magdalene Episcopal
Church, 1145 Seven Lakes
Drive, Seven Lakes.

•  Knights of Columbus – 5
pm, hosting an ‘Hour of
Prayer & Contemplation’
Msgr. Koch Council 6528,
St  Anthony o f  Padua
Catholic Church, N. Ashe
St., Southern Pines. All
welcome. Supper (covered
dishes, hot/cold are wel-
come) to follow in the parish
hall. Peter Scheuermann,
(910) 692-9414.

•  Sandhills Photo Club – 7
pm, member competition,

at Hannah Center Theater,
The O’Neal School campus,
3300 Airport Road, South-
ern Pines. Topic is ‘Scapes.’
Photographs will show an
expanse of scenery that
can be seen in a single
view. Guests welcome.

•  Jackson Springs Commu-
nity Club – meeting 7 pm,
at the Club House, 447
Mill Road. Milton Sills,
Qualified Preaching Elder
with Costal Carolina Pres-
bytery and a member of
Moore County Historical
Society will present “History
of Moore County.” Public
invited. Betty McConnell
673-3320 to make dinner
reservations.

•  Monday Night Services
at WEUMC – a Fellowship
Meal at 6 pm followed by
Worship Service at 7 pm.
West End United Methodist
Church, 4015 Highway 73,
West End. Church Office
673-1371.

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
7:30 pm, A Place at the
Table. Tickets: $7. Sunrise
Theater, 250 NW Broad
Street, Southern Pines (910)
692-3611.
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•  Healing Service – 11 am,

St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church. 1145 Seven
Lakes Dr., Seven Lakes.

Intercessory prayers for the
sick & trouble, those in
harms way, traveling,
bereaved or deceased.
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•  Gallery at Seven Lakes –

1 - 4 pm, at St. Mary Mag-
dalene Episcopal Church,
1145 Seven Lakes Drive,
Seven Lakes.

•  English Speaking Union
– cocktails 6 pm, dinner
to follow. “Did Shakespeare
Have a Hand in the King
James Bible?” Stephen
Pickett. Country Club of
NC. Hope Price 910-215-
7727.

•  82nd Airborne Chorus To
Perform – at The Village
Chapel on at 7 pm. The
82nd Airborne All-American
Chorus Concert held in the
Chapel’s Sanctuary. Free,
nursery provided. The Vil-
lage Chapel, 10 Azalea
Road, Pinehurst. The Village
Chapel, 910-295-6003.

•  Rosary at Chapel in the
Pines – 7 pm, at the Chapel
in the Pines. Coordinator
Virginia Heerema, 673-
5150. Seven Lakes.

•  Welcome Home Bible
Study – 7 pm, West End
United Methodist Church.
Rev. Dr. Won Namkoong
will lead session in the
WEUMC Fellowship Hall.

What’s When
Calendar

SEVEN LAKES ORTHODONTICS
JOHN MARK GRIFFIES, PLLC

West End, NC 27376
910-673-0820
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•  Bread of Life Ministry –

West End United Methodist
Church, 11 am until 1 pm.
Ministry is for seniors (wid-
ows, widowers, and the eld-
erly).Fellowship and devo-
tion and a meal at $5.

•  Gallery at Seven Lakes –
1 - 4 pm, at St. Mary Mag-
dalene Episcopal Church,
1145 Seven Lakes Drive.

•  Seven Lakes Garden Club
– 2 pm, meeting for a Plant
Exchange. Come and share
plants, ideas, and fun. You
do not need to bring any
plants to receive one.
Please label your plants.
Door Prize, free raffle. Seven
Lakes Chapel in the Pines,
581 Seven Lakes Drive.

•  Sandhills Winery Wine
Tasting – 5:30 pm to 8
pm. 1057 Seven Lakes
Drive. (910) 673-2949.
www.sandhillswinery.com

�	���
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•  SCC Horticultural Society

Spring Plant Sale – 8 am
to Noon. Perennials and
woody plants will be for
sale at the horticultural
building area (Steed Hall)
of Sandhills Community
College. 910) 246-4959 or
(910) 695-3882. 

•  “Bird Walk” – 8 am, Join
the Ranger for a two mile
hike. Bring binoculars, tick

repellent, sunscreen and
field guides. Weymouth
Woods, 1024 Fort Bragg
Rd., Southern Pines, 910-
692-2167. Free and open
to the public.

•  Weymouth Center Plant
Sale – 9 am to 1 pm, at
Weymouth Center, 555 East
Connecticut Avenue, South-
ern Pines. Price-friendly
plants. 255-0010 or 949-
3999 ,  o r  ema i l  do l -
phin3999@gmail.com.

• 5th Annual NC Pottery
Festival – 10 am to 4 pm,
Seagrove. Over 60 potters
and crafts people under
the Big Top, at Seagrove
Elementary School, 528
Old Plank Road, Seagrove.
$5/person. Martha Graves
336-873-7887

• Prancing Horse – 6 -10
pm, Annual Barn Dance
at McLendon Hills Eques-
trian Center. Silent auction,
music by DJ Prince Pete
and dinner by Dickey’s Pit
BBQ. Tickets: 910-246-
3202, $60 per person at
http://www.prancinghorse-
center.com/ or The Country
Bookshop, Lady Bedford’s
Tea Parlor, Given Book
Store and Sandhills Winery,
Seven Lakes.
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•  St. Mary Magdalene Epis-

copal Church – 9:30 am,

Holy Communion. 1145
Seven Lakes Drive, Seven
Lakes 673-3838.

• 5th Annual NC Pottery
Festival – 10 am to 4 pm,
60 potters and crafts people
under the Big Top, at Sea-
grove Elementary School,
528 Old Plank Road, Sea-
grove. Admission $5

• “Walking for Wildflowers”
– 3 pm, Join the Ranger
for a 1.5 to 2 mile walk.
Bug spray recommended.
Weymouth Woods, 1024
Fort Bragg Rd., Southern
Pines, 910-692-2167.
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•  Weight Watchers Meeting

– 5 pm-6 pm, at St. Mary
Magdalene Episcopal
Church, 1145 Seven Lakes
Drive, Seven Lakes. 

•  Monday Night Services
at WEUMC – Fellowship
Meal at 6 pm followed by
Worship Service at 7 pm.
West End United Methodist
Church, 4015 Highway 73,
West End. 673-1371.
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•  Healing Service – 11 am,

St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church. 1145 Seven
Lakes Dr., Seven Lakes.
Intercessory prayers for the
sick & trouble, those in
harms way, traveling,

bereaved or deceased.
•  League of Women Voters

of Moore County – 11:30
am, guest speaker, Jamie
Wiseman, Clinical super-
visor of Youth Villages, Pine-
hurst, an evidence-based
treatment model for chil-
dren with serious behav-
ioral issues. Table on the
Green. Reservations: Char-
lotte, 944-9611.

•  Covenant Preparatory
School Open House – 7
pm, at New Covenant Fel-
lowship Church, Carthage.
See  webs i t e  a t
www.covenantprep.com for
more details.

•  Sunrise Theater Presents
UNCP Jazz Ensemble &
Jazz Choir – in concert, 7
pm, Tickets $10, General
Admission. Tickets available
at the door. Music of the
Swing Era to contemporary
works for big band.
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•  Seven Lakes Chapel April

Lunch Bunch – 12 noon,
all single seniors are invited
to attend lunch in Chapel
in the Pines Joralemon Fel-
lowship Hall. No cost, reser-
vations appreciated. Trans-
por ta t i on  p r ov ided .
Sophisticated Ladies dance
troop will provide enter-
tainment. Reservation for

lunch and transportation,
call Fran Stark 673-5493.

•  Gallery at Seven Lakes –
1 - 4 pm, at St. Mary Mag-
dalene Episcopal Church,
1145 Seven Lakes Drive,
Seven Lakes.

•  WEE Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraiser – 4-8 pm, West
End Elementary School
Cafeteria. $8 per plate. Help
the PTA make  improve-
ments for WEES. Tickets
may be purchased in
advance  a t ,  Dr.
Kavanaugh’s of fice on
Seven Lakes Drive, at the
door or Contact Alisa
Keyser at 910-318-8623.

•  Rosary at Chapel in the
Pines – 7 pm, at the Chapel
in the Pines. Coordinator
Virginia Heerema, 673-
5150. Seven Lakes.

•  Welcome Home Bible
Study – 7 pm, West End
United Methodist Church.
Rev. Dr. Won Namkoong
will lead this session. Meet
in the WEUMC Fellowship
Hall.
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•  Bread of Life Ministry –

West End United Methodist
Church, 11 am until 1 pm.
Ministry is for seniors (wid-
ows, widowers, and the eld-
erly). Fellowship and devo-
tion and a meal at $5.
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I met a fellow the other day
at the dump over by Pekin. 

Well, it’s not really a dump.
It’s what they call a “Conve-
nience Center.” That’s sort
of a portable dump. Not that
it actually moves around;
but that you dump your trash
there, someone comes to get
your trash, and then they
haul it to the real dump.

The dump over by Pekin
is kind of like the dump —
pardon me, “Convenience
Center,” on Love Grove
Church Road, back of Seven
Lakes South. 

Except, by Montgomery
County standards, the Love
Grove Church Convenience
Center would be a Cadillac
version. We have more like
a Volkswagen. 

However, we do have the
honor of providing the real
dump — excuse me, Sanitary
Landfill — which serves as

the final resting place for
trash from both Montgomery
County and Moore County.

Things like Sanitary Land-
fills and Convenience Centers
worry me. I’m not really wor-
ried about the things them-

selves; a dump is pretty much
a dump. I’m more worried
about these newfangled
names we give them.

If you meet someone at
down at the Post Office in
West End — or the Post Office
in Mt. Gilead — and you say,

“I’m going to the dump;”
everybody knows exactly what
you mean.

If you say, “I’m going to
the convenience center,” folks
are going to wonder when
they installed public rest-

r ooms  o r  a
Microtel in the

neighbor -
hood.

I t ’ s  l i k e
tha t  b i g
plant down
by  Addor
that Moore
County is

spending $26 million to up-
grade. 

When I first started report-
ing on County Commission-
ers meetings, folks talked
about “the sewer plant.” But
gradually, they started talking
about “the wastewater treat-
ment plant.” And now, with
the upgrades moving along

apace, everybody’s talking
about “the water pollution
control plant.”

What do you think of when
someone says “water pollu-
tion control plant?” 

I think of a great big dam-
like thing you could stretch
across the Cuyahoga River
to get all the green dye out
of it after St. Paddy’s Day.
But say “sewer plant,” and
everyone knows exactly what
you’re talking about.

I guess some folks think
it’s hard to justify spending
$26 million on a “sewer
plant.” After all, that’s just
got three syllables in it, and
“water pollution control plant”
raises the stakes to eight. 

It makes you feel a lot better
than putting all those tax
dollars in a sewer plant, does-
n’t it?

Anyhow, as I was saying,
I met a fellow at the dump

down by Pekin.
In Montgomery County the

folks who tend our dumps
are security guards. I’m not
sure if that’s because the
waste management company
is concerned that people
might steal stuff that other
folks have thrown away, or
if it’s because they think that
some enterprising citizen
might actually steal the big
metal container into which
we put all our garbage, take
it down to the junkyard, and
sell it for scrap.

In any case, this fellow was
one of our security guards,
and we had amost interesting
conversation, which I had
hoped to share with you here.

Unfortunately, I am rapidly
running short of space, so
I’ll have to tell you about the
fellow I met at the dump
down by Pekin some other
time.

A dump by any other name

Seven Lakes Times
April 5, 2013 OPINION

Question: A few years ago,
I moved to Seven Lakes to
retire. My wife and I joined
a church; and, soon after,
the pastor and leaders of the
church began asking me to
take a leadership role in the
church. I am nearly seventy
years old, and I have served
for many years as an Elder
and Sunday School teacher

in my previous church. I
came to Seven Lakes to play
golf and tennis and to sail
and fish on the beautiful
lakes. I feel like I’ve done my
part for the church over the
years and I no longer want
a leadership role in the
church or the community.
Am I wrong to feel this way?

Response: I am very sym-

pathetic to your feelings.
Fourteen years ago, I came
to this community to retire
after over fifty years of as a
minister, college teacher and
administrator. All I wanted
to do was play golf and bridge
and catch up on all the read-
ing I had neglected through
the years.  I soon found that
ministry and teaching were
callings, not careers. 

One can walk away from
a career, but not from a call-
ing. When God gives us gifts,
such as the gift of leadership,
God doesn’t take them away
because we get older.

I believe that every Chris-
tian has a calling to be a ser-
vant of others. God gives
each of us different gifts to
use in that service and our
commitment to Christ, and
His Church continues to call
us to share our gifts no mat-
ter how many years we live.
Of course, as we grow older,
we must be more aware of
our health and learn to work,

serve, and play at a some-
what slower pace. But does
that mean we stop serving
the church and community
all together? I don’t think

so.
Our community is in dire

need of leaders who will take
some responsibility for the
future of Seven Lakes. Our
churches need teachers,
board, and committee mem-
bers who will strengthen the
work of Christ in this place.
None of us are called just to
be takers of the good things
this wonderful community
provides, but we are called
to work today to ensure the
future for those that come
after us.  

When someone tells me,
“I’ve got all I want, why
should I be concerned about
what happens to the church
or the community in the

future? I won’t be
he r e , ”  I
know that I
am talking
to a person
who  has
fo rgo t t en
his or her
calling as a

Christian.
The Christian’s greeting

during Eastertide is “The
Lord is risen!” And the
response is “He is risen
indeed!” The Risen Lord calls
us to serve one another as
long as we are able, and to
use the gifts we have been
given to serve others.

Don Welch, the minister of
The Chapel in the Pines,

welcomes your questions
and comments at:

dwelch1@nc.rr.com

When can I retire from church leadership?
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Thanks to Fred Young for
his informative articles on
the future of Seven Lakes. 

Young has taken a brave
stand. While everyone has
the right to attack his opin-
ions and disagree with his
facts, no one should attack
him personally. He is handing
us a wake-up call.

“ P o w e r, ”
“Prest ige,”
and “Perpe-
tu i t y ”  a r e
three of the
many words
I could use to
talk about
Seven Lakes’ need to incor-
porate. 

Power: We have no govern-
mental power. I attend Com-
missioners Meetings occa-
sionally and serve on a
County board, and I am
aware of the fact that Seven
Lakes as an entity has no
power. 

We have approximately
5,000 people in Seven Lakes,
but we have no more power
than Eagle Springs or East-
wood. We all pay taxes, but
we don’t participate in the
money distributed to the
cities in Moore County. We
are just one of the unincor-
porated Moore County areas.
There are grants that towns
can apply for, but we don’t
qualify. 

The Commissioners do rec-
ognize us as voters and pat
us on the head with a visit
from time to time, but we
have no real power.

Prestige/Planning: When
thinking of the prestigious
areas in Moore County we
love the little shopping areas
in Southern Pines and Pine-
hurst. They are quaint and
charming, two words we
probably would not use to
describe our area. Our mer-
chants do an admirable job
of keeping up Seven Lakes
Plaza, considering that

upkeep is all at their expense.
Seven Lakers would love addi-
tional high-end restaurants,
but with no sewer system,
you can cross that one off
your wish list. We rely on
the Moore County Planning
and Zoning Board to protect
us from internet gambling

casinos and other unsavory
businesses. 

We cry out for the ability
to have a say in what devel-
ops here. We have to start
planning for our future as a
community. We are not Cin-
derella going to the ball. We
will not be transformed
overnight. Our roads will not
suddenly be paved and all
the eyesores taken away, but
over time, we could become
a prestigious community.

Perpetuity: Perpetuity is a
word meaning unlimited time
— forever. We expect to be
here for a long time, and
things change. In 1998, Bill
and I owned a great house
on the North Side and we
loved it there. Our stay was
temporary, because we were
building on the West Side;
but we enjoyed our life there.
Our neighbors were the best,
and people waved when we
walked down the street. 

We moved to the West Side
in 1999, and a building boom
was in progress. Houses were
going up everywhere, and we
loved it. We truly had the
best neighbors, and people
waved at us when we walked
down the street. They were
probably doing the same
thing on the South Side. 

We built a Community Cen-
ter and our population
increased. 

We called Seven Lakes “the
best kept secret in the world;’
and hoped no one would dis-
cover it. Even so, new people
came; and things changed;
but the fundamental good-
ness of the people stayed the
same.

Change continues to hap-
pen. We love Seven Lakes;
but Seven Lakes has to grow
up, because change is all
around us. As the economy

improves, those other near-
by planned developments will
start to build; and we need
to be able to meet that chal-
lenge head on. We can’t do
that if we keep our enclave
mentality. 

Some things don’t change.
Our separate landowners’
associations own our lakes

and amenities. Even with
incorporation, landowner
associations will continue to
exist and we will continue
as separate associations.

So, thanks again, Fred
Young, for starting the con-
versation. 

Incorporation is a conver-
sation we need to have.

Three words for incorporation

BBUUYY OONNEE GGEETT OONNEE

FREEFREE
From Our Meat Department

BBAABBYY BBAACCKK RRIIBBSS
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John Craven - Manager
155 Beverly Lane

Southern Pines | 695-0587

“Your Body Tells You It’s Wright”
Dr. Sharon A. Wright • Doctor of Chiropractic

Mon Tues Wed & Fri  9:00 am – 12:30 pm  & 2:00 – 6:00pm
Thursday 9:00 am – 12:30 pm

No Fee For Consultation • Bring your Insurance

673-Back(2225)                277 MacDougall Drive
(Turn between Pharmacy & Dentist)

New Doctor in
Seven Lakes!

Accepting New Patients!
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      Seven Lakes West

To our loyal customers:
We would like to thank all

our customers at the Seven
Lakes Country Club for
allowing us to serve you on
the ninth hole all these years.
It has been a pleasure to get
to know so many nice people.
It has been fun and we will
miss all of you.

We wish the County Club
success in the future.

Carole and Charlie Faas
Seven Lakes West

Thanks!

GET THE NEWS
AS IT HAPPENS!

Sign up for email updates
at sevenlakestimes.net



Dear Editor:
There seems to be two ecu-

menical movements being
promulgated these days.  A
religious ecumenicism (RE),
that says “let’s bring all reli-
gions together, dropping our
denominational and religious
differences, and worship the
same creator/god,” and a

secular ecumenicism (SE)
(aka secular humanism) that
says “let’s all tolerate and
accept our differences so we
can live in peace and har-
mony — live and let live.”   

Bo th  movements  a r e
admirable.  They both aspire
toward a society in which
people can get along in har-

mony. 
However, confusion ensues

when SE principles begin to
usurp Biblical Christianity
— which believes that the
truths and commandments
in God’s Holy Bible are lit-
erally His never-changing
words and are as much appli-
cable today as ever.  The lit-
erally translated Gospel that
we have today, has been
shown to be insignificantly
different from the original
texts (ask me for a free copy
of Lee Strobel’s The Case For
Christ). Scholars Norman
Geisler and William Nix have
concluded “the New Testa-
ment has not only survived
in more transcripts than any
other book from antiquity,

but it has survived in a purer
form than any other great
book — a form that is 99.6%
pure.” In short, it can be
trusted.  God commands us
to not change it or leave any-
thing out (Rev 22:18-19).

When today’s Christian
Church falls into the trap of
laying aside any of the God-
inspired truths of the Bible
for the ideas of SE then we
are no longer practicing Bib-
lical Christianity but a version
corrupted by the relativistic
desires of man.  

One such trap is confusing
God’s love with His accept-
ance.  God abhors sin of any
kind and cannot accept it!
Although He loves us, He
can only accept us if we have

repented (actively turned
away) from our sin and
accepted Christ’s atoning
sacrifice alone as payment
for that sin.  Accepting anoth-
er’s lifestyle, when that
lifestyle is clearly anti-Biblical,
is accepting their sin as OK.
The Bible tells us to love the
sinner as our self, but not
the sin.  We can demonstrate
that as Biblical Christians.
But it also commands us to
be salt and light by proclaim-
ing and living the truths in
His Word. Christians, let’s
not allow ourselves to be
drawn away from Godly truth
by subtle secular ecumeni-
cism. 

Barry Kavanaugh
Seven Lakes
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Confusing God’s love with God’s acceptance

Call for your free consultation

(910) 246-1011

A member of the St. Joseph of the Pines Aging Services Network
sponsored by the Sisters of Providence.

www.sjp.org

Home Care services available twenty-four hours a day:

Companionship Transportation Personal Care 

Nutrition  Housekeeping Nursing

No contract ~ One-hour minimum 

Wherever home is...St. Joseph of the Pines will be there.

Serving Moore, Hoke, Cumberland, Robeson, Harnett, and Lee counties.

OIL CHANGE BRAKES TIRES AC REPAIRS

WINDOW MOTORS WHEEL ALIGNMENT EMISSIONS TESTING

TRANSMISSION SERVICE BATTERIES/ALTERNATORS/STARTERS

Platinum Member of the Seven Lakes - West End Area Business Guild

Phil & Kathy Cook, Owners
Mike Deegan, Service Advisor

144 MacDougall Street • Seven Lakes, NC
673-2277

Dear Editor:
One of the signs of a secure

and well maintained com-
munity are manned security
gates with careful attention
to who is coming and going
at all times. Why would any-
one living in Seven Lakes
even remotely consider get-
ting rid of our Security
Guards and Gates? They are
one of our greatest assets.

The Country Club of North
Carolina (CCNC) in Pinehurst
i s  p r oud  o f  i t s  ga t ed
entrances — a major selling
point to potential buyers.

The National Golf Club says
“National has blended golf’s
two greatest legends - Nick-
laus and the Sandhills, into
a secure, gated residential
community of superior qual-
ity.”

Pinewild Country Club
says: “Located just one mile
from the quaint and historic
Village of Pinehurst, this
gated club offers its residents
a gracious and private
lifestyle . . .

Many Seven Lakes resi-
dents are retired and not
able to be constantly vigilant
about strangers driving by

to see about the best times
for planned break ins or grab-
bing things from an open
garage or a yard. Advanced
age and health problems may
make it difficult for them to
protect themselves and their
property.

Many others work eight to
ten hours a day and are not
able to protect their property
while away. We rely heavily
on the gates and guards to
protect ourselves and our
resources. To remove these
in the name of incorporation
is out of the question, in my
opinion, and will dramatically
lower the quality and security
of life in Seven Lakes.

When NC Highway 211
becomes a four lane road, it
will bring plenty of traffic
our way, and we will be glad
to have our gates, tranquility,
and peaceful way of life with
our pristine natural resources
and sense of security intact.
It is a privilege to live in
Seven Lakes and we need to
protect ourselves and our
assets.

LeAnne Purvis
Seven Lakes West

Forget about
removing the gates



Dear Editor:
Once again, talk of incor-

poration comes around to
haunt us. Even though it
looks good on paper, I hon-
estly believe this to be a bad
idea. 

Why did most of us move
here? We enjoy the commu-
nity as it is, the lower tax
rate and most important, the
fact that we are in the South
and we like it just the way
it is.

If the gates come down,
that would mean an open
invitation to the public. But
we will have police presence
right? How much will it cost
to build a police station, add
cars, salary, pension, and
benefits? Will that presence
be enough to make a sub-
stantial difference? How

about a guard house at John-
son Point to keep people from
partying all night long and
possibly trashing your boat
or taking it out for a joy ride?
That would be a 24/7 ven-
ture, with more salaries etc.
Is this all coming out of the
supposed 1.6 million?

Think back a few years ago
when contractors were giving
out gate passes to their work-
ers building homes. Did you
enjoy some of the problems
that came up when they
would show up with a car
load of people and a cooler
or two of beer?

Fred Young proposes town
taxes at five cents per hun-
dred. Is that rate guaran-
teed? Look up surrounding
area property taxes. Our dues
are less than half of what

other towns pay out in taxes;
that should be incentive
enough to have people come
to Seven Lakes.

Are you ready to pay double
your current property taxes
along with associat ion
dues? No matter what anyone
tells you community dues
will not drop, and a five cent
tax will not make a dent in
the debt we will be saddled
with.

Pick a town, any town, that
has a mall or strip mall. Are
any of those places filled to
capacity? Is the Seven Lakes
Plaza filled? The best business
model for most small towns
now are flea markets and
antique shops.

We have everything to lose
by going forward with this
idea of incorporation; we gain
nothing but a lot of aggra-
vation and expense. In today’s
economy, we do not need
that at all. People moved here
because we enjoy the way
things are around here.

Bob Nelson
Seven Lakes West   

Like a zombie, talk of incorporation won’t die

104 Sweetbriar Ct, SLNorth 
Lot 21 Sec Lake Longleaf

Waterfront home on Lake Longeaf
with plenty of privacy near the front
gate of 7LN.  All brick home has
large screened porch with decks
overlooking the water, dock and
small beach.  All wood floors except
for tile in the baths, kitchen and laun-
dry room. 3 Bedrooms and 4 full
baths.  Full walk-out basement with

workshop, office or bedroom, full bath and unfinished family room with
wood stove. Walk up attic wired for two additional rooms. Priced below tax
value for a quick sale. Located on a quiet cul-de-sac. Easy to show.
Call Ann Benton   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $299,000
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111 Dubose Drive Seven Lakes West, Lot 5161 Westwood Sec
Wonderful building lot on cul-de-sac surrounded by beautiful homes. Lot
slopes away from the street lending itself to a walk-out lower level.
Call Ann Benton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .REDUCED to $32,000

124 Vanore Rd – Lot 4209, Seven Lakes West
Across the street from the Lake.  Deep lot with a slope towards the road.
Many nice trees.
Call Ann Benton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $42,000

102 Donnell Pt – Lot 4283, Seven Lakes 
Large corner lot at Dennis and Donnell Pt. with large waterviews.
Call Ann Benton . . . . . . . . . . . .  UNDER CONTRACT!    . . . . . . . $62,500

—— We Sell All of Moore County ——

147 Otter Drive, Seven Lakes  West – Lot 4173
Nice wooded building lot located across the street from beautiful Lake
Auman! The lot has been septic approved, and is in a neighborhood of at-
tractive homes. It is only a short drive to the front and Hwy 73 gates. Seven
Lakes West has a 1,000 acre lake that has a beach/swimming area, recre-
ation center, boat access, good >shing, and is one of the few lakes in the
area where gasoline motors are permitted. This is a deal, priced well below
tax value!!!
Call Pete Garner . . . . . . . . . .    PRICE REDUCTION!   . . . . . . . . . $15,000

139 Beacon Ridge Drive, Lot 6044, Seven Lakes West
Prime Golf Front Lot on Beacon Ridge 18th Fairway. Flat lot sits above
road level.  Walking distance to Club House, Tennis Courts and Club Pool.
Call Ann Benton . . . . . . . . . .    PRICE REDUCTION!   . . . . . . . . . $39,000

104 Sunset Way, SLN
This well-maintained all brick home
has location, quality construction and
maintenance-free living plus large
rooms throughout with split bedroom
plan and 2-car garage.  Beautifully up-
dated kitchen with granite countertops
and brand new refrigerator.  Tile ?oor-
ing in bathrooms and kitchen and
Pergo laminate in Great room and
entry. Large 10 X 22 Carolina Room
with outside entrance overlooking
fenced back yard (MLS# 148527).
Call Elizabeth Childers . . . . $169,500

103 Dennis Circle – Seven Lakes West, Lot 4274R
Near back gate; corner of Dennis and Longleaf 1.25 acre ?at buildable lot
Call Ann Benton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $119,000

111 Douglas Drive – Seven Lakes West
True water view, great building lot, slopes from back to front, sits above
street and easy access to back gate.
Call Ann Benton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $55,000

225 Windswept Vista 
Grande Pines

Magnificent home on 15 acres in gat-
ed subdivision. All Brick, 4 master
suites, kitchen with granite counter-
tops, upgraded appliances, 2 fire-
places, crown molding, hardwoods,
tile baths, home theatre,in-law suite,
3 car garage. MLS #: 151136.
Call Ann Benton . . . . . . . . $895,000

AMERICAN-OWNED
MANUFACTURER

COAST TO COAST SERVICE!

Call for an Appointment 673-4000

WHAT IF YOU MISSED
HER FIRST WORDS?

•  FREE Hearing Tests •
• In Office Hearing Aid Repairs •

Manufactured in the USA by
ASK ABOUT OUR

VETERANS’ DISCOUNT!

HEARING SOLUTIONS
“Your Hearing Is Our Concern”

125 North Trade Street, Seven Lakes • Mon - Thurs 9 - 5, Fri 9 - 2
www.AudibelHearingSolutions.com

Val Scantlin
Hearing Aid

Specialist/Owner
Retired Veteran

Lorraine Scantlin
Office Assistant

HearingTechnologies
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Dear Editor:
West End Presbyterian

Church raised more than
$7,000 at its February 24
spaghetti supper and silent
auction. 

All of the funds will  help
pay for the church to send
a mission team to Mexico
this summer.

The church has had a rela-
tionship with a sister church
in Chetumal, Mexico for more

than a decade, and has sent
a number of mission groups
to Mexico to help with proj-
ects there and to build rela-
tionships.

This year seven high school
youth and adults as well will
travel to Mexico to do more
mission work.

Thank you community.
Rev. Larry Lyon

West End 
Presbyterian Church

Thanks from WEPC

Advertise in 
The Times

Call 673-0111
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This is the seventh in a
series of articles on the future
of Seven Lakes by Westsider
Fred Young, President Emer-
itus of Elon University and
Chair of VIF International
Education. He and his wife,
Phyllis, built their first house
in Seven Lakes North in 1978
and moved to Seven Lakes
West in 2006. Contact him at
youngf@mindspring.com. 

Article 7: 
A Community Plan

Goals:
To make greater Seven

Lakes one of the most desir-
able and attractive residential
communities in the region.

To increase property values
25 percent short term, 50
percent medium term, and
100 percent long term.

To Achieve these Goals:
Unify and incorporate the

community.
Keep the $1,600,000 annu-

al sales tax money that we
currently pay and forfeit.

Install a town or village
government that will be
responsible for the following
major activities:
• Organize a first class police

department.
• Rebuild the Business Dis-

trict, funded by develop-
ment grants if possible. 

• Immediately repave all of
Firetree, Longleaf, and
other perimeter roads.

• Clean up and control devel-
opment along NC Hwy 211.

• Initiate community beau-
tification projects.
The Village would also

establish and fund a major
Task Force to be responsible
for the economic development
of the Seven Lakes commu-
nity. This Task Force could
be similar to a Chamber of
Commerce or a visitor’s
bureau. It should prepare
materials; operate a welcome
center; advertise, promote,
and market Seven Lakes, vig-
orously and professionally.

Seven Lakes has not had
anyone seriously promoting
the  communi ty  in  two
decades. Even people living
in Pinehurst do not know
that we have the best lakes
in the region.  Housing

turnover of ten percent is
about standard for a retire-
ment or resort community,
which means Seven Lakes
needs 150–200 new residents
each year to stay even.

The Village would initiate
a community wide program
to attract additional resi-
dents.

Beverly-Hanks & Associ-
ates, a large real estate firm
specializing in development
properties, recently released
a study indicating that golf
is no longer the primary factor
for residents seeking retire-
ment and resort property.
Today, the primary factor in
purchasing decisions is the
quality and availability of
health and family facilities
and amenities.   

The Parkland Development,
north of Fort Lauderdale,
Florida, is growing explosively,
even in the depressed Florida
real estate market, because
the developers focus the com-
munity programs on activities
that attract young retirees
and families. Parkland has
sold 130 houses in the past
two years and 70 new homes
are under construction.  

We currently offer many of
the features that Parkland
promotes:  a variety of hous-
ing options, space for chil-
dren, safety, good schools,
numerous amenities such
as water, playgrounds, etc.
If Seven Lakes is to grow, we
must offer programs for chil-
dren, young people, and
adults who are not yet sen-
iors, and we must welcome
them into the community.

The town or village govern-
ment or the landowners asso-
ciations, either individually
or collectively, should imme-
diately provide a first class
fitness center with heated
indoor swimming pool. Per-
haps FirstHealth would build
and operate such a facility
in the community or the
Seven Lakes Health and Fit-
ness Center could expand
their program and facilities.  

Parkland has a family facil-
ity which appears to be part
of the health complex and
also includes a child devel-
opment center. It is their
most popular amenity.      

We can then modify and
increase the responsibilities
of the landowners associa-

tions.
Maintenance and repaving

the roads and general secu-

rity should be transferred to
the Village.

The Future of Seven Lakes: A Plan for the

�����������
NEW PEDICURE SPAS!

Shellac & Gellish Gel Manicures
Deluxe Mani & Pedi for Men & Women

Seven Lakes Plaza Monday - Saturday
(By Beacon Ridge Entrance) 9:00 am – 7:00 pm
Seven Lakes, NC

910-673-1870

673-6237
145 WEST PLAZA DRIVE • SEVEN LAKES

Mon, Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat 11– 9:30
Sunday Noon – 9:30

Closed Tuesday

10%
off

Take Out Order
of $10 or more
(Not vaild with other offers. Good through 4/30/13)

  
        

         
     

145 W. Plaza Dr., Seven Lakes • PackShipPartySupply@hotmail.com • 910-400-5459

      
   

It’s Tax Time!
Let us handle your photocopies and faxes.

Offering all FedEx & USPS services —  without the long lines!

Graduation Coming Soon? 
We've got what you need!

Come & Worship with Us!

April 7th – Reverend Welch
“Receive the Holy Spirit and Forgive!”

(John 28:19–31)

Chapel Choir

April 14th – Guest Minister

910-673-2156
citp10@centurylink.net

Rev. Don Welch Rev. Fran Stark
Chapel Minister Associate Minister

We welcome young families
and their children.

Seven Lakes Chapel in the Pines was founded in 1976
to serve the Seven Lakes Community and beyond.

Family Owned
Southern Pines • Pinehurst 
West End/Seven Lakes

BOLES
Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.

692-6262  •  673-7300

(Continued on page 23)



The landowners associa-
tions should continue their
responsibilities for maintain-
ing, operating, and providing
security for the amenities.

The landowners associa-
tions should be responsible
for a major expansion of activ-
ities for residents of all ages
and interests. Activities
should be designed for the
enrichment of current resi-
dents and to attract new
community members.

Bike, walking, running,
and nature trails are attrac-
tive to many seniors and are
imperative to attract new res-
idents, especially those who
are not yet seniors.

Bes t  i dea  o f  a l l !  The
landowners associations
should lease, purchase, oper-
ate, or contract with the
respective country clubs. It
would be unfortunate to let
these clubs get out of com-
munity control.

Membership should be
automatic for all landowners,
with little or no initiation fee
required. Free or low cost
club membership will sell
property and will be attractive
to current residents.  

Our current clubs simply
do not have adequate mem-
bership or revenue to provide
full services. Each club would
then have about 2,000 mem-
bers, which is a huge mem-
bership. Generally, clubs
have 300–600 members.  

Minimal dues from such
large numbers of members
would provide adequate
resources to operate a full
program. Also, there would
be sufficient numbers of
members to enable the clubs
to offer a great variety of
activities for many interest
groups, perhaps including
regular high quality dining
services. To keep the regular
dues minimal, it might be
necessary to have supple-
mental charges for high-cost
activities, such as golf.  

If landowner association
acquisition of the country
clubs proves impossible or 
impractical, the landowners
associations currently have
the facilities to provide a
greatly expanded program
or activities that would appeal

to a wide range of age 
groups.  

  Programs of this type are
imperative if Seven Lakes is
to retain a higher percentage
of current residents and to
attract new residents.  Those
landowners who have little
interest in such activities
should regard the expense
as an investment in their

property values that will be
repaid in multiples.

This plan is 
not a pipedream!

If the community chooses
to do so, it is organizationally
and financially possible to
put all this together fairly
quickly. If Seven Lakes had
incorporated and kept the

$20,000,000 forfeited in sales
tax refunds since 2000, we
could already have such a
community. The $20,000,000
we will forfeit over the next
decade will pay for most of
these improvements, if we
incorporate and keep the
money.

Within a few years Seven
Lakes can realize the two
goals outlined:
• Greater Seven Lakes will

become one of the most
attractive and desirable
residential developments
in the region.

• P r ope r t y  va lues  w i l l
increase 25 percent short
term, 50 percent medium
term, and 100 percent long
term.

Raising our Vision is as
Critical as Raising the
Crossbars

We must stop being fearful
— obsessed with gate passes,
small expenditures, and faux
security. We need to focus
on investing, not savings;

the future, not the status
quo. We need to organize our
community to enrich the way
we live and to increase our
property values by tens and
hundreds of thousands of
dollars each.

This is my personal vision
for the community; it may
not be supported widely. Nev-
ertheless, the only other
vision that has been put
before us for the past decade
has been “Don’t incorporate
and don’t raise my dues.”
This “status quo” plan is
marching a wonderful com-
munity straight into medi-
ocrity, failing to attract addi-
t i ona l  r e s iden ts ,  and
depressing property values.  

We need a plan that will
take account of our many
fine resources and amenities
and build a competitive pro-
gram for the future that will
enable Seven Lakes to realize
its potential and become one
of the most attractive and
desirable residential com-
munities in the region.  
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Seven Lakes Community

First Casualty Insurance Group
Your Group Network Agency

910-692-8303 • www.fcignc.com

Question: I have $50,000 in property
damage (PD) insurance on my car. If
I’m involved in an at fault accident
and the value of the other vehicle(s)
exceeds $50,000 in damage, who will
pay the rest?

Answer: “YOU!” If you are at fault,
then, when your insurance limits are
exhausted, you are personally liable for
the remainder of damage. For example:
the loss totals $92,000. Your insurance
would pay the first $50,000, and your
personal assets will pay the balance of
$42,000. Did you know increasing your
PD from $50,000 to $100,000 is less
than the cost of eating out just once in
a year? It’s usually $20-$30, and some-
times even less, per year. That extra
protection is well worth the additional
premium in protecting your savings,
assets, and future earnings.

What’s Your Back -Up Plan?

Call Amy McBryde, CSSR
For a Coverage And Rate Review Today!

910-692-8303

Additions
& Alterations

Reasonably Priced!

1030 7 Lakes Drive, Suite A,
West End, NC 27376

910-673-4800

Lakeview Construction Co.

Building in Seven Lakes &
Moore County for 27 Years.

The people of West End
United Methodist Church
4015 NC Highway 73, West End, NC 27376
Sunday School 9:45 am Worship 8:30 & 11:00 am

Pastor - Dr. Won Namkoong • Phone: 673-1371
o

Federal and State Funds Received in Fiscal Year 2012
Seven Lakes vs. Moore County Municipalities

     Per
     Receipts Population Household*

Aberdeen $2,370,657 6,428 $738
Cameron $49,493 289 $342
Carthage $571,854 2,233 $512
Foxfire Village $158,082 913 $346
Pinebluff $244,896 1,341 $366
Pinehurst $3,215,495 14,861 $432
Robbins $186,286 615 $606

SEVEN LAKES 0 5,000 $0

Southern Pines $2,841,614 12,487 $456
Taylortown $126,150 731 $346
Vass $141,039 729 $386
Whispering Pines $498,261 2,964 $336

•Assumes an average of two persons per household

(Continued from page 22)
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Seven Lakes West              $619,000
Lakefront cottage w/custom upgrades 

3 BR / 3.5 BA                Code 945
www.103FeatherstonPoint.com

Seven Lakes West           $269,000
Super condition! Lake Auman waterfront!

3 BR / 2 BA                    Code 957
www.116OtterDrive.com

West End                      $275,000
Charming Ranch on over 4 acres

3 BR / 2 BA                Code 917
www.231MaplewoodLane.com    

Seven Lakes West         $585,000
Stunning brick water front home

3 BR / 2 full & 2 half BA      Code 1001
www.149VanoreRoad.com

Seven Lakes North            $249,000
Single level waterfront w/great privacy!

3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 936
www.126CardinalLane.com

Seven Lakes West         $349,000
Rustic retreat on Lake Auman

4 BR / 3 BA                   Code 1000
www.105TuckerCourt.com

Seven Lakes North            $357,700
Beautiful lakefront cottage w/open plan

3 BR / 2.5 BA                Code 959
www.105CottageGroveLane.com

Seven Lakes West              $615,000
Stunning waterfront on Lake Auman

4 BR / 3.5 BA                Code 905
www.123VanoreRoad.com

Seven Lakes North        $249,900
Lovely lake front cottage

3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 1003
www.122CardinalDrive.com

Seven Lakes North        $215,000
Pristine lake front cottage

3 BR / 2.5 BA                Code 999
www.114SunsetWay.com

Thinking of
Building?

Fabulous Building Lots
Available in the 

Seven Lakes Area!

Seven Lakes West             $199,000
Great Family Home in great Neighborhood
4 BR / 2.5 BA                        Code 884

www.178BakerCircle.com  

Seven Lakes South       $215,000
Charming brick ranch w/front porch

3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 995
www.188DevonshireAvenue

Seven Lakes West              $650,000
Stunning custom on prime lake frontage

3 BR / 3 BA                   Code 901
www.123McCrackenDrive.com

Seven Lakes South       $199,000
Charming golf front w/panoramic view

3 BR / 3 BA                   Code 972
www.122DevonshireAvenue.com

Seven Lakes South       $279,500
Completely renovated golf front home

3 BR / 3.5 BA                Code 984
www.117OxfordCourt.com

Seven Lakes South       $239,000
Immaculate and charming golf front

3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 991
www.108DevonshireAvenue.com

Seven Lakes West              $315,000
Great home with open floor plan
3 BR / 3.5. BA               Code 951

www.128OwensCircle.com

Seven Lakes North        $189,900
Great water front home on Lake Echo
3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 989

www.111WildleafCourt.com
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Seven Lakes South       $138,500
Easy living - beautifully updated condo

3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 975
www.118SandhamCourt.com

SOLD!

Under Contract!

Seven Lakes West              $289,000
Immaculate golf front w/open floor plan

4 BR / 3 BA                               Code 949
www.244LongleafDrive.com

Seven Lakes West         $645,000
Stunning All Brick Water Front
3 BR / 4.5 BA                Code 882

www.135AndrewsDrive.com

Seven Lakes South       $279,000
Water view with upstairs bonus room

3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 1004
www.252DevonshireAvenue.com

Seven Lakes North             $175,000
Picture perfect w/beautiful updates

3 BR / 2 BA                               Code 948
www.129ShagbarkCourt.com

Seven Lakes North        $425,000
Completely renovated lakefront home

4 BR / 3 BA                   Code 982
www.165FiretreeLane.com

Seven Lakes South  $179,000
Golf Front w/Oversized Screened Porch

3 BR / 3 BA                Code 830
www.223DevonshireAvenue.com

Foxfire                          $139,900
Great ranch on cul-de-sac

3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 990
www.22CardinalDrive.com

Seven Lakes West         $307,000
Wonderful 2-story home on cul-de-sac

4 BR / 3BA                    Code 980
www.108RectorDrive.com

Seven Lakes North        $175,000
Cute brick ranch home

3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 994
www.112CottageGroveLane.com

SOLD!

“T“TALENTALENT, T, TECHNOLOGYECHNOLOGY & TEAMWORK”& TEAMWORK”
MMOOREOORE CCOUNTYOUNTY’’SS MMOSTOST TTRUSTEDRUSTED RREALEAL EESTATESTATE TTEAMEAM!!

#1 IN THE SEVEN LAKES MARKET FOR OVER A DECADE!

New Price!

Seven Lakes West         $765,000          
Gorgeous lakefront custom home
5 BR / 3.5 BA                Code 993         

www.129ShawDrive.com

Under Contract!

SOLD!

New Price!

Under Contract!

New On Market!

New On Market!

New On Market!

New On Market!

New On Market!

New On Market!

Under Contract!

Under Contract!

New On Market!

Under Contract!

New On Market!

New On Market!

New On Market!

New On Market!

Under Contract!

New On Market!

New On Market!

New On Market!

New On Market!

New On Market!

CALL 910.295.7100 OR 800.214.9007 • WWW.MARTHAGENTRY.COM
RE/MAX Prime Properties • 5 Chinquapin Rd • Pinehurst, NC 28374 • 910-295-2535

Each Office independently Owned and Operated
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Steve Hudson, and newcomer
Richard Faraci.

Those five Directors con-
vened in an organizational
meeting chaired by Ritter, as
Chairman of the Nominating
Committee, with the election
of a President the first order
of business. Leach nominated
Ritter; and, pointing out that
Robert’s Rules of Order do
not require a second for nom-
inations to executive office,
Hudson nominated himself.
The secret ballot vote went

four-to-one for Ritter.
The Directors then appoint-

ed incumbent Director Con-
rad Meyer to serve out the
one year left in the unexpired
term of Dave Buckingham,
who resigned from the Board
in September, and appointed
Bill Hirsch of Seven Lakes
North to a two-year term.

The then fully-staffed,
seven-man Board elected
Faraci Vice President, Meyer
Treasurer, and Racine Sec-
retary.

The SLLA Board has more

committees than Directors
on the Board, which means
Board Members often have
functional responsibility in
more than one area. Directors
are assigned to committees
by the President. Ritter threw
the topic of  Committee
assignments open for dis-
cussion, ultimately generating
the following line-up of
responsibilities:
• Meyer - Finance
• Racine - Community Stan-

dards, Judicial Commit-
tee

• Ritter - Security
• Leach - Maintenance &

Grounds
• Hirsch - Architectural

Review
• Hudson - Lakes & Dams
• Faraci - Recreation

Both Hirsch, who still
works full-time as an archi-
tect, and Hudson, a phle-
botomist with FirstHealth
Moore Regional Hospital, sug-
gested they would lean heav-
ily on existing members of
the Architectural Review and
Lakes and Dams Committees

as they got up to speed.
In the days following the

meeting, the assignments of
Faraci and Hudson were
switched, with Faraci covering
Lakes & Dams and Hudson
covering Recreation, Ritter
told The Times.

Director Leach expressed
an interest in working in
Long Range Planning issues,
something that has been
handled by an ad hoc rather
than a standing committee
in the past. Meyer noted that
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and meeting room for clubs.
Erickson explained that

Brown Golf Management had
suggested the idea of a VIllage
Welcome Center, and pro-
posed approaching the Club
for half of the addition $400
monthly rent. 

The center would be staffed
by Village and Club volun-
teers, he said.

Water Department
will turn a profit

“The water budget is the
water budget,” Frusco said,
adding that revenues are
expected to exceed expenses
by $22,000 in FY 2014.

She noted that Water
Superintendent Jon Sedlak
has plans for $23,000 in
repairs and maintenance,
including cleaning the outside
of the water tower, replacing
a pump motor, putting a new
roof on one of the pump
houses, and replacing doors
on the maintenance shed.

Sharp pencil time
The Council meets next to

hone the budget on Thurs-
day, April 18, with the expec-
tation of finalizing a draft
that can then be presented
to the citizens for public com-
ment.

It appeared that significant
whittling would be required
to meet Frusco’s goal of leav-
ing  the  fund  ba lance
untouched. 

“George [Erickson] has pre-
sented some increases in the
admin budget for a welcome
center and community room,”
Frusco said. “Mick [McCue]
has some things that are
important to [Police Chief]
Mike [Campbell]. Vic [Koos]
has the streets and paving.
Those are things that we
need to look at the impor-
tance of. This is a first pass
at it. maybe the municipal
tooth fairy will come down
and give us some money.”

“This is our wish list,”
Mayor Erickson said. “Now

we get down to the difficult
decisions about what we do
with this list.”

Pool fees approved
Prior to their budget dis-

cussion, the Foxfire Council
approved changes to the pool
fee schedule, raising the cost
of a family membership for
Foxfire residents from $100
to $150 and individual res-
ident from $50 to $60. The
price of ten-visit passes for
guests of residents was upped
from $20 to $25. Non-resi-
dents will continue to pay
$5 per visit.

Council man McCue noted
that the annual pool mem-
bership at Whispering Pine
Golf Club is $499, or $349
if paid by April 1. “We are
probably the cheapest pool
in Moore County,” he said.

The Council also raised the
annual amount charged own-
ers of the fifteen timeshare
units for pool use from
$2,500 to $3,000.

Foxfire Budget
(Continued from page 7)

(See “Ritter,” p. 26)
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lowing lineup of responsibil-
ities:
• Dan Blue - Architectural

Review
• Ed Cockman - Safety &

Security
• Bruce Keyser - Lake & Dam
• Jim Pierman - Infrastruc-

ture
• Rosemary Weber - Com-

munity Events
• Brian Benjamin - Commu-

nications
• Dale Erickson - Finance,

Insurance, and Long Range
Planning.

• Chuck Watkins - Legal
Affairs and Judicial Panel

• Communi ty  Manager
Mendence will continue to
serve as liaison to the
Amenities Committee.
The Board approved the

rosters of each committee
during Tuesday’s meeting,
except for Long Range Plan-
ning. Former Treasurer Don
Freiert disbanded that com-

mittee pending Board elec-
tions, and the Directors
planned to discuss its mission
and composition during a
closed executive session after
the March 26 meeting.

The Board voted to name
former SLWLA President Mick
Herdrich as co-Community
Advocate, serving alongside
Ed Silberhorn, presenting
evidence before the Judicial
Panel.

Benjamin noted that former
Secretary Jane Sessler had
agreed to serve on the Com-
munications Committee and
continue as the webmaster
for the SLWLA website.

Director Watkins was
absent from the meeting.

Fireworks moved to July 6
The SLWLA Directors voted

six to two, with Erickson and
Weber opposed, to move the
Fourth of July Fireworks dis-
play to Saturday, July 6,
allowing it to serve as the

climax of the holiday weekend
— as well as saving the Asso-
ciation $1,250.

Communi ty  Manager
Jeanette Mendence explained
that the fireworks vendor
offered the same quality show
as last year for $12,250 on
July 4, or for $11,000 on
July 6. 

This year’s budget includes
$12,000 for the display —
only $250 less than the ven-
dor’s bid for July 4th. Weber
urged Mendence to negotiate
with the vendor to meet the
$12,000 budgeted. Erickson
questioned the wisdom of
continuing the fireworks dis-
play, suggesting that the
money would be better spent
rebuilding the Association’s
reserves.

Upcoming Events
Director Weber detailed a

varied calendar of events
assembled by the Events
Committee:
• Cooking with Carmela will

explore Flavors of the
Mediterranean on April 20
and Meat Salads and
Refreshing Desserts on
June 1. Classes meet from
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm; the
cost is $15 per person.
Weber noted that reserva-
tions and payment must

be made at least three days
prior to the class, so that
an appropriate quantity of
food can be purchased in
advance.

• Summer Concerts at John-
son Point will include Paris
on May 3; The Fog Blue
Band on June 7; Loaded
Dice on August 2; and the
McKenzie Brothers Band
on September 6.

• A Community Picnic will
be held at Johnson Point
on June 22 from 5:00 pm
to 8:00 pm.

• Water Aerobics will begin
on June 3 at the West Side
Park pool, meeting on Mon-
day and Wednesday at 9:00
am, with Patty Dublino
leading the sessions, which
are free to members.
The Events Committee is

beginning a quarterly Com-
munity Photo Competition

entitled “The Beauty Within
Seven Lakes West.” Residents
can submit photos by May
1 that focus on Spring beau-
ty. Sixteen winners will be
printed, matted, and framed
to hang in the new Westside
mailhouse. The competition
will rotate through the four
seasons. Photos should be
emailed to Weber: Rose-
maryW@7lakeswest.com

More committee reports
Finance. Treasurer Erick-

son reported that cash dis-
bursements in February
totaled $126,000, including
to non-recurring expendi-
tures, for work on Pond Dam
#3 and the installation of wi-
fi at Westside Park.

ARC. January was rela-
tively quiet for the Architec-
tural Review Committee,
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long range planning touches
on most of the other opera-
tional areas. Ritter suggested
that Leach work toward
developing an approach to
planning that would ensure
involvement by other direc-
tors.

The Board discussed how
best to address the Associ-
ation’s communications

needs, particularly the SLLA
website. Director Hirsch vol-
unteered to contact two res-
idents with relevant business
experience, while Community
Manager Ray Sohl said he
would do some research on
appropriate website appli-
cations and bring the issues
to the Board’s next meeting,
a Work Session scheduled
for Monday, April 8.

(Continued from page 25)

Ritter
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Director Blue reported. How-
ever,  Blue said he had
received inquiries from three
builders considering building
spec homes, an indication
that “folks are willing to come
off their wallets and spend.
That bodes well for property
values.”

Amenities. Mendence said
the Amenities Committee
unanimously voted to rec-
ommend to the Board that
that groups of Seven Lakes
West residents should be able
to organize classes in SLWLA
facilities, finding their own
instructors for those classes.
Instructors would be required
to obtain liability insurance
at the discretion of the Insur-
ance Committee.

Lake & Dam. Director
Keyser reported that the Lake
Auman Sports Club plans to
purchase an automatic fish
feeder that will be located
near the Johnson Point fish-
ing platform, with the goal
of improving fishing in the
area. He noted that repairs
to the Johnson Point road-
way, as well as drainage
improvements in the area,
are now complete. Additional
sand is needed at the John-
son Point Beach, in the kayak
launching area, and at the
playground and swings. 

All nine spaces in the kayak
and canoe storage rack have
been rented, Keyser said.
The Committee will advertise
to gauge interest in additional
rentals and decide, based on
the response, whether to
build a second rack.

Legal. Newly-elected Pres-
ident Stevens made a motion
to strike the portions of Sec-
tion 1.1 of the Rules and
Regulations which describe
how members of the ARC are
selected. 

That concerns governance,
and belongs in the covenants,
Stevens said, and does not
need to be repeated in the
Definitions section of the
Rules and Regulations. His
motion was approved unan-
imously. 

In order for the change to
take effect, a second vote will
be required after the required
30 days for public comment
on the proposal.
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nances prohibiting private
well drilling in the Village
limits, and to institute water
conservation measures.
Reducing the maximum day
demands would allow the
Village to postpone construc-
tion of new wells and extend
the life of the existing wells.

The long range recommen-
dations were to either dig
more ground water wells or
purchase bulk water from
Moore, Montgomery, or Rich-
mond Counties. The report
advised pursuing Moore
County first, because Moore
County’s existing water sys-
tem was closer to the Village
than the other options.

In 2010, the Village Council
asked the Long Range Plan-
ning Committee to review
those recommendations, do
an in-depth study of all
options, and provide their
own recommendation. The
committee was made up of
eight members, including
Mick McCue and Steve
Durham. Since then, both
McCue and Durham have
been elected to serve on the
Village Council. 

A need for public input
“Over the last two years,

we have looked at this very
seriously,” Durham said dur-
ing the March 21 Special
Meeting. “The Long Range
Planning Committee took into
consideration quantity, safety,
and affordability.”

Village residents were
encouraged to attend the
March 21 meeting, and Mayor
George Erickson stressed the
importance of public input.
In addition to the Council
members, Long Range Plan-
ning Committee Member
Mary Ann Lauer and Village
Water Department employee
Jon Sedlak attended the
meeting. 

“We have had a public
meeting regarding this issue
tonight,” Erickson said. “The
next step is calling an infor-
mational meeting for the res-
idents. A presentation needs
to be made, and then we
need to allow for input from
citizens.”

An excellent water system
with little room for growth

Speaking on behalf of the
Long Range Planning Com-
mittee, Councilman McCue
said: “Currently, our water
system works fantastic, no
problem, and we have one
employee, Jon Sedlak, run-
ning it.”

“We do not know how much
water is under Foxfire Vil-
lage,” McCue said. “We
already run at peak capacity
sometimes during the Sum-
mer. We are planning to dou-
ble or triple the size of Foxfire
in the next ten or twenty
years. We do not have any
generators on any of our sys-
tems. If we had a major storm
and lost power for more than
ten days, we would be out

of water. Our water system
is not prepared for a catas-
trophe. If we decide to keep
our current system, it is
something we should look
at and be prepared for.”

“One thing we reviewed
was the hydro-study we had
done in 2006,” McCue con-
tinued. “It recommended that
we find an alternative source
of water. There was also a
back up study in 2008 with
the same recommendations.”

“In 2006, the Council was
concerned enough to have a
study done about the Village’s
water system,” said Durham.
“The basic premise of why
the study was done was, in
the Sandhills region, many
wells have a relatively low
yield due to their low fill rate.
When the study was con-
ducted, several had a less
than ten-gallon-per-minute
fill rate. One well was aban-
doned due to petroleum con-
tamination and several others
show low levels of radium.”

“In 2008, Moore County
did not have sufficient capac-
ity to serve the Village at that
time,” Durham continued.
“The recommendations said
that, once Moore County
secured Seven Lakes, it could
then address Foxfire. Oth-
erwise, we could continue to
utilize ground water wells.
However, the longer the Vil-
lage relies on wells as its pri-
mary source of water, it will
continue to have issues with
water quality and levels.”

In the last five years, the
cost of connecting the Village
to the Moore County water
system has decreased. 

“In 2008, there was no need
to hook up with the County.
At that time, it would have
cost $2 million to bring water
from [NC Highway] 211,” said
Erickson. 

After the initial 2006 report,
the Village worked to remedy
the radium levels. “The radi-
um levels are reported to the
State on a periodic basis,”
Erickson explained. “We have
spent a good bit of money
on testing. The radium levels
have dropped.”

Erickson yielded the floor
to Sedlak for a more detailed
explanation. 

“The only well we had a
problem with was SH1,” Sed-
lak said. “The way that was
mitigated was hooking up to
[well] #10 and mixing those.
The reports have been good,
and the radium has been
kept well below the minimum.
The last quarter we went a

smidgen above the limit. I
was surprised by that. It has
been brought back down.”

More wells not the answer
Even if Foxfire Village does

not experience a resurgence
of growth as the economy
improves, it is still vulnerable,
if water levels drop in the
aquifer that feeds its wells. 

“It is inevitable that the
Village most likely will need
to connect with another water
source,” McCue said. 

Digging water wells is
expensive and risky. “Robbins
has dug four wells up there
and has not found water,”
McCue said. “One thing I
have heard recently is, ‘If it
ain’t broke don’t fix it.’ I can
appreciate the statement,
but I also don’t want to wait
until it is broken. It could
become a real problem, and
I don’t want it to. I don’t want
our tap to ever run dry.”

Once a well is dug there
are no guarantees, said
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Councilman Vic Koos. “When
you dig a well, there is no
way to estimate how long
that well is going to last.”

Plenty of questions
To better understand the

Long Range Planning Com-
mittee’s recommendation,
Erickson presented the Coun-
cil with fifteen questions that
would need to be considered
before selling the Foxfire
water system to Moore Coun-
ty. 

His questions ranged from
the cost of closing down the
six existing well sites to the
duties of the Village employ-
ees once the water system
was turned over to Moore
County.

The Village’s water system
is a currently a source of
income, and Councilwoman
Leslie Frusco worried about
the possible loss of that
income. 

“It has a financial benefit,
and it makes up part of the
operating cost,” she noted.
“If you look back at the water
fund, it is making money
and it is absorbing other
costs. Some of the profits are
being paid to our employees
who actually do the work.
Our water system could not
exist without them.”

Currently, the Village has
two full-time employees and
one part-time employee. “The
shared cost of their salaries
comes from the General and
Wate r  Funds , ”  F rusco
explained. “Basically, the
Water Fund picks up about
$33,000 a year in benefits,
payroll taxes, salaries, etc.
The employees we have also
work for the water depart-
ment. Without the water
department we would most
likely only need two half-time
employees.”

Foxfire residents would also
be footing the cost for the
water lines being laid. “It
seems to me, what I could
glean from this, is Foxfire
residents would be paying
more in water costs than the
rest of Moore County,” said
Frusco. Durham agreed that
the Village residents would
be charged more than water
customers in the rest of the
County. 

“Our residents would not
receive the benefit of the
reduced Moore County rate,”
Frusco said. “In essence, over
time, our residents are paying
for that pipeline. The Village
is not out of pocket. It is
being paid for by our resi-
dents, just not the Village.”

On the other hand, Village
water rates could increase if
there are unexpected expens-
es. “The County has guar-
anteed the same rates for
the next twenty years,” said
Durham. “In five years, if we
continue with our system,
we most likely will have to
increase our water rates.”

Erickson noted that there
were several years when
expenses exceeded the rev-
enue in the water depart-
ment. “There was the year
we did the major work on
the tower,” Erickson said.
“That came out of the Water
Fund. For a number of years,
the Village did give money
to the Water Fund, about
$10,000 a year, to build up
that fund.”

The Council discussed
po t en t i a l  g r owth  w i th
increased water consumption. 

“We are relatively a young
small community. There is
talk about tripling our pop-
ulation over the next ten
years,” Councilman Koos
said. “The other thing is, if I
have it correctly, if something
catastrophic happened, it
would be covered by the
County.”

Not a done deal
Frusco said it would be

beneficial to invite Randy
Gould, Director of Moore
County Public Utilities, to a
future meeting. Erickson

agreed that he also would
like to meet with Gould. 

“I would like to have anoth-
er special meeting and ask
Mr. Gould to come and lay
out Moore County’s whole
plan and give us the oppor-
tunity to ask questions,” said
Frusco. 

“We should also invite him
back for the public meetings
so that he can provide his
expertise. This is important
enough that we may need to
have more than one public
hearing.”

To better inform residents
prior to the public meeting,
Erickson suggested making
all information available —
including the 2006 and 2008
Water Source Alternatives

Studies — at the Village office
and on its website.

“I have heard from handful
of people that say it’s a done
deal,” said Frusco. 

“That upsets me — that
anyone would think that that
we would undertake some-
thing like this lightly. It upsets
me tremendously; and I
would like to say to all resi-
dents this: it isn’t a done
deal. This is something we
take very seriously. We are
going to spend the time and
energy necessary before mak-
ing any decision.”

A special meeting with
Gould has been scheduled
for Thursday, April 11 at
6:30 pm.

673-1180
114 Edgewater Drive
Seven Lakes North
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(Continued from page 28)
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Bob’s Handyman Service, LLC
Home Repairs, Improvements  & Maintenance

Robert Hamilton
Owner / Operator

PO Box 59
Eagle Springs , NC 27242-0059

910-585-0993
bobshandymans vc@nc.rr.com

No Job Too Small • Fully Insured • Full Service
Painting, Pressure Washing, Carpentry, Dry Wall & Ceilings, Window &
Doors, Decks & Docks, Small Tile Jobs, Lighting & Ceiling Fams, Roof

Leaks, Gutters & Downspouts, Faucets & Minor Plumbing, Plus!

National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness - Moore County
(NAMI-MC) holds its month-
ly meetings at the Commu-
nity Room at FirstHealth
Moore Regional Hospital
Specialty Clinic Building,
at the corner of Memorial
Drive and Page Street, Pine-
hurst. 

Educational/Support
Meetings are held on the
first Monday of each month
at 7 pm. 

All meetings and pro-
grams are free and open to
the public. 

For information call (910)
295-1053 or www.nami-
moorecounty.org

NAMI Support Group
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CHILD CARE PROVIDER –
(non-smoker) needed part time
in our Seven Lakes home on
some weekdays 8-5; please
send resume to PO Box 624
West End, NC 27376.

SWISS TECH AWNINGS – part-
time help wanted. Interested:
Call 910-673-5237.
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MCLENDON HILLS YARD
SALE – Sat., April 6, from 7 am
– 12 noon. 50 residents offer
household & yard items, furniture,
clothing, toys, games, and more.
1.5 miles past Seven Lakes on
Hwy. 211. (Rain date April 13).
                                       2 tp 3/22

HUGE YARD SALE – Sat., April
6, 7 am – 2 pm. Furniture, appli-
ances, clothes and much more!
Parking lot of Master Kleen, 117
Grant St., Seven Lakes.    1tp 4/5
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FOXFIRE – 3 BR/2.5BA home.
Hardwood, tile & granite through-
out, oversized garage, glassed-
in porch, cul-de-sac. $1000/mo.
                                       1tpcc 4/5
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HIGH PROFILE LOCATION –
1800 sf office space, (includes
6 offices, reception area, lunch
and file room). (1) 450 sf office
space and (2) 100 sf office
spaces available at 1030 Seven
Lakes Drive. Call 910-673-4800.
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Advertise in The Times

Advertise in The Times

BOLTON  BUILDERS INC.
Designer and Builder of Award Winning Homes for over 18 Years!

We have available building lots, too!
4317 Seven Lakes Plaza, West End, NC

910-673-3603 • 910-673-0233 (FAX)
www.boltonbuildersinc.com  •  boltonbuilders@boltonbuildersinc.com

TAKING REMODELING TO THE NEXT LEVEL!
Let our award-winning company handle all your remodeling

needs. Large jobs or small jobs – we add
a touch of flair to every job we do.
Let us build something special with you!

Mike’s
Tire and Auto Center
We Do Timing Belts, All Suspensions, A/C Service,

Brakes, Drivability Problems, Four-Wheel Alignments,
Oil Changes, Transmission Flush, Radiator Flush

We Have the Best Prices on Tires!

––– 673-3788 –––
Michael & Teresa Salyer 299 Grant Street

Owners Seven Lakes, NC 27376

Pick Up and Delivery Available
in the Seven Lakes Area!
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES –
serving Seven Lakes, Foxfire,
and Pinehurst w/lawn mainte-
nance & more for residential
and commercial customers. Year
round service. Mowing, weed
eating, picking up debris, blowing.
Shrub pruning, limb & tree
removal and hauling away. Seed-
ing/sod lawns. Leaf & straw
removal. Haul and spread pine
straw, bark, soil, gravel and
mulch. Aerate, de–thatch, and
edge lawns. Weeding of flower
beds, planting shrubs.Re–surface
gravel driveways. Blow roofs
and clean gutters. Pressure
washing homes, decks, concrete
walks, driveways, & boats. Install
driveway curbing and sprinkler
systems. Garden tilling. Other
odd jobs around the house?
You need it done! We will do
it! Call John 673-7320 or mobile
telephone 910-690-6491.     ���
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SEVEN LAKES DENTAL STU-
DIO – Repairs of dentures, acrylic
partials, and relines. Same day
service available. All work will
be done only through your local
dentist. Tom Wasilewski, 336
McDougall Drive, Seven Lakes.
673-1613.                             ���

J&L HOME SERVICES — “A
H a n d y  M a n  a n d  M o r e . ”
Interior/Exterior Home Mainte-
nance & Repairs. Call today for
Free estimates.Your Seven
Lakes Neighbor. Call 673-3927.

TREE SERVICE — ALLEN &
SON TREE SERVICE. Topping,
trimming, complete removal,
clean-up, insured, 24 hour serv-
ice. Free estimates, senior citizen
discounts. Call James M. Allen
at 910-974-7629 (Home) or 910-
572-6818 (Cell).                  ���

CREATIVE CUSTOMWORK –
“The Decorator’s Workshop”
Custom made Window Treat-
ments, Bedding, Cushions, and
Slipcovers. All made right here
with the attention to detail
demanded by the best designers!
Pam Wasilewski, 336 McDougall
Drive, Seven Lakes. Call 673-
2500.
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RE-SURFACE GRAVEL DRIVE-
WAYS – Prune crape myrtles,
cutback pampas grass, leaf
removal, general clean-ups, pine
straw and pine mulch delivered
and/or spread, roof and gutters
cleaned, hedges trimmed, and
mowing services available. Call
Rick at 910-639-5206 for details.
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DIRTY DEEDS DONE DIRT
CHEAP! – $19/month. 96 gallon
roll-out container provided for
weekly pickup. Fully insured.
Locally owned & operated. Pro-
fessional Service. 100% Service
Guarantee. Carolina Waste
Services. 910-673-4285 (HAUL).
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NEW & USED PONTOONS
AND SKI BOATS — Call Seven
Lakes Marine. 673-1440.
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TURN YOUR USED BOAT
INTO CASH — People are look-
ing to purchase good condition
used    boats. Let us connect you
to the prospective buyers. Call
Jeff at 910-673-1440.
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Call 215-8150 For Appointment And Quote. Many Discounts Available.
Located 1/4 Mile West of Olmsted Village. On Hwy. 211 West

Please Call My Office for
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

Jim Leach/Agent
• New Lower Auto Rates

Let’s Talk . . .

Another State Farm
Auto Rate Decrease!

Need A Miracle?
Saint Jude Novena

Pray the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved
throughout the world now
and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus, pray for us. St.
Jude worker of miracles,
pray for us. St. Jude help
of hopeless, pray for us.
Say this prayer 9 times a
day for 9 days and then
publish. Your prayers will
be answered, It has not
been known to fail.

Reporter
Wanted

The Seven Lakes Times
needs a part-time reporter
to cover local government
meetings and write feature
stories.

The commitment averages
six to twelve hours per week,
but is determined by local
government meeting sched-
ules — and thus is not par-
ticularly flexible. Morning,
afternoon, and night meetings
are common.

Please email cover letter,
resumé, and any other rel-
evant material to:
mail@sevenlakestimes.net
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Seven Lakes Lions Club 

PLANT SALE
Saturday, April 27th 10 am – 2 pm on the Lawn at the Corner

of NC Highway 211 and Seven Lakes Drive

ALL PLANTS FROM 
GREEN HAVEN
PLANT FARM

Angle Wing Begonias,
Bougainvillea, Ferns, Ivy Leaf
Geraniums, Lantanas, Mixed

Baskets, Summer Wave
Petunias, Mandevilla,

Begonias, Mixed Impatiens,
Vincas, Marigolds, Wave

Petunias, Geraniums, New
Guinea Impatiens, Rosemary,

Parsley, and Gerber Daisies

HANGING BASKETS

MANDEVILLA VINES

FLATS OF FLOWERS

4” & 6.5” 
POTTED FLOWERS

KNOCKOUT ROSES

For More Information Contact Rob Barrett, Seven Lakes Prescription Shoppe • 673-7467

   

Spring Plant Sale
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! Pre-Order Form

Forms must be returned by April, 19th, 2013
_____________________________________________________________________
Plants may be picked up on THE LAWN AT THE CORNER OF HWY 211 

AND SEVEN LAKES DRIVE
SATURDAY, April 27th, 2013, from 10:00AM - 2:00PM

! Qty! ! Plant Description! ! ! ! ! Price
_____________! Bougainvillea Hanging Basket (Pink, Purple)! $15.00
_____________! New Guinea Impatiens Basket
! ! ! (White, Hot Pink, Lavender, Pink, Salmon)        $15.00!!
_____________! Boston Fern Basket  ! ! ! ! $15.00
_____________! Ivy Geranium Basket (Burgundy, Red, Pink)      $15.00!
_____________! Petunia Basket! ! ! ! ! $15.00
_____________! Mandevilla Vine (Red, White, Pink)! ! $15.00
_____________! Begonia Flats (36ct) (Mix, Red, White, Pink)! $15.00
_____________! Impatiens Flat (36ct) 
! ! ! (Red, White, Pink, Mix, Lavender, Salmon)! $15.00
_____________! Vinca Flat (36ct) (Red, White, Pink, Purple)! $15.00
_____________! Marigold Flat (36ct)! ! ! ! ! $15.00
_____________! Geranium (6in) 
! ! ! (Dark Red, Red, Hot Pink, Salmon, White)! $6.00
_____________! Wave Petunia (6in) (Pink, Purple, White) ! $6.00
_____________! New Guinea Impatiens (6in)! ! ! $6.00
_____________! Lantana (6in) (Red, Yellow, Orange, White)! $6.00
_____________! Gerber Daisy (6in) (Pink, Yellow, Red)     ! $6.00
_____________! Plectranthus (6in) (Purple, Lavender)      ! $6.00
_____________ ! Verbena (4in) (Red, Purple) ! ! ! $3.00
_____________ ! Rosemary (4in)! ! ! ! ! $3.00
_____________! Parsley (4in)! ! ! ! ! ! $3.00
_____________! Knockout Rose 
! ! ! (Double Pink, Double Red, Yellow)! ! $20.00
_____________! Butterfly Bush (Pink, Purple, White)! ! $18.00

Name: _______________________________
Phone #: _____________________________

All forms may be returned to Rob Barrett at the Seven Lakes Prescription Shoppe 
fax: 910-673-3595                     call:  910-673-7467

 


